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The Birth of a Nation (1915) remains the most controversial American film ever made, and its director, D.
W. Griffith, one of the most extraordinary figures in film history. It was the first true feature film and did
more than any other to launch Hollywood both as an industry and as an idea. The film consolidated a trend in
cinematic technique and an approach to dramatic narrative that define American cinema to this day. As a
great but ideologically troubled film that offers us a reflection of ourselves as Americans,

The Birth of a Nation continues to intrigue, challenge, infuriate, and awe. Robert Lang's introduction to this
volume explores in fascinating detail the warped view of history that this great film presents. Griffith, a
Southerner, was intent on resurrecting, idealizing, and justifying the South. In The Birth of a Nation, it is
racism that unites the white North and South; the protection or abolition of slavery is not the divisive issue.
In a powerful synthesis of spectacle and narrative, Griffith seeks to give the Southern cause a sense of
glamour and high purpose. Lang considers the film as a historical melodrama, and by examining Griffith's
"historiography as ideological practice," he traces the way in which the bloody, traumatic reality of the Civil
War and Reconstruction becomes melodramatic myth. This unparalleled guide to The Birth of a Nation
offers a shot-by-shot continuity script; a biographical sketch of the director; a sampling of contemporary
reviews; a series of essays by distinguished critics including James Chandler, Michael Rogin, Janet Staiger,
and Mimi White; and a filmography and bibliography.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Spradlin:

Typically the book Birth of a Nation: D.W. Griffith, Director (Rutgers Films in Print) will bring someone to
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Birth of a Nation: D.W. Griffith, Director
(Rutgers Films in Print) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Audrey Thompson:

You can obtain this Birth of a Nation: D.W. Griffith, Director (Rutgers Films in Print) by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Judith Lea:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Birth of a Nation: D.W. Griffith, Director
(Rutgers Films in Print) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Birth of a
Nation: D.W. Griffith, Director (Rutgers Films in Print) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens.
For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not
at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose
the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.

Michael Gage:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
also you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by
book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Birth of a
Nation: D.W. Griffith, Director (Rutgers Films in Print).
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