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Argues that South Africa's apartheid system of racial segregation relied on an unexamined but interrelated
system of sexed oppression that was at once both rigid and flexible. 

Sex in Transition explores the lives of those who undermine the man/woman binary, exposing the gendered
contradictions of apartheid and the transition to democracy in South Africa. In this context, gender
liminality--a way to describe spaces between common conceptions of "man" and "woman"--is expressed by
South Africans who identify as transgender, transsexual, transvestite, intersex, lesbian, gay, and/or eschew
these categories altogether. This book is the first academic exploration of challenges to the man/woman
binary on the African continent and brings together gender, queer, and postcolonial studies to question the
stability of sex. It examines issues including why transsexuals' sex transitions were encouraged under
apartheid and illegal during the political transition to democracy and how butch lesbians and drag queens in
urban townships reshape race and gender. Sex in Transition challenges the dominance of theoretical
frameworks based in the global North, drawing on fifteen years of research in South Africa to define the
parameters of a new transnational transgender and sexuality studies. 

"This is an excellent book and probably one of the best I've read on the topic. It is highly original and very
well researched. For a long time this narrative has been needed in a South (and southern) African context and
it's great to see it actually done--and done so well. The material here is insightful and ties together a number
of concerns that previously have often only had brief mentions in discourses about sexuality in the region.
It's high time that these debates, stories, and political struggles gained greater prominence. Swarr's work will
hopefully go a long way towards achieving this." -- Andrew Tucker, author of Queer Visibilities: Space,
Identity and Interaction in Cape Town

Amanda Lock Swarr is Associate Professor of Gender, Women, and Sexuality Studies at the University of
Washington, Seattle. She is the coeditor (with Richa Nagar) of Critical Transnational Feminist Praxis, also
published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

William Lee:

The book Sex in Transition: Remaking Gender & Race in South Africa gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Sex in Transition: Remaking Gender & Race in South Africa being your habit, you can get
a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like open and read a publication Sex in Transition: Remaking Gender & Race in
South Africa. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this e-book?

Edna Kissel:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Sex in Transition:
Remaking Gender & Race in South Africa book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Shelly Sampson:

The actual book Sex in Transition: Remaking Gender & Race in South Africa has a lot info on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after reading this book.

Kenneth Lambert:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that. A
single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Sex in Transition: Remaking Gender & Race in
South Africa, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on
its named reading friends.
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