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Most of the seven million people who visit the cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris each year probably do not
realize that the legendary gargoyles adorning this medieval masterpiece were not constructed until the
nineteenth century. The first comprehensive history of these world-famous monsters, The Gargoyles of
Notre-Dame argues that they transformed the iconic thirteenth-century cathedral into a modern monument.

Michael Camille begins his long-awaited study by recounting architect Eugène Viollet-le-Duc’s ambitious
restoration of the structure from 1843 to 1864, when the gargoyles were designed, sculpted by the little-
known Victor Pyanet, and installed. These gargoyles, Camille contends, were not mere avatars of the Middle
Ages, but rather fresh creations—symbolizing an imagined past—whose modernity lay precisely in their
nostalgia. He goes on to map the critical reception and many-layered afterlives of these chimeras, notably in
the works of such artists and writers as Charles Méryon, Victor Hugo, and photographer Henri Le Secq.
Tracing their eventual evolution into icons of high kitsch, Camille ultimately locates the gargoyles’ place in
the twentieth-century imagination, exploring interpretations by everyone from Winslow Homer to the Walt
Disney Company.

Lavishly illustrated with more than three hundred images of its monumental yet whimsical subjects, The
Gargoyles of Notre-Dame is a must-read for historians of art and architecture and anyone whose imagination
has been sparked by the lovable monsters gazing out over Paris from one of the world’s most renowned
vantage points.
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From reader reviews:

Belinda Timmer:

The book The Gargoyles of Notre-Dame: Medievalism and the Monsters of Modernity can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The
Gargoyles of Notre-Dame: Medievalism and the Monsters of Modernity? A few of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book The Gargoyles of Notre-Dame: Medievalism and the Monsters
of Modernity has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Richard Valadez:

Here thing why this kind of The Gargoyles of Notre-Dame: Medievalism and the Monsters of Modernity are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the
content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Gargoyles of Notre-Dame: Medievalism
and the Monsters of Modernity giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no book that similar with The Gargoyles of Notre-Dame: Medievalism and the Monsters of
Modernity. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of The Gargoyles of Notre-Dame: Medievalism and the Monsters of
Modernity in e-book can be your alternate.

Phyllis Force:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
The Gargoyles of Notre-Dame: Medievalism and the Monsters of Modernity will give you a new experience
in looking at a book.

Sherry Holsey:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library.
They go to there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and



can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Gargoyles of Notre-Dame: Medievalism and the
Monsters of Modernity can make you feel more interested to read.
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