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In the eighteenth century, the Western world viewed circumcision as an embarrassing disfigurement peculiar
to Jews. A century later, British doctors urged parents to circumcise their sons as a routine precaution against
every imaginable sexual dysfunction, from syphilis and phimosis to masturbation and bed-wetting. Thirty
years later the procedure again came under hostile scrutiny, culminating in its disappearance during the
1960s.

Why Britain adopted a practice it had traditionally abhorred and then abandoned it after only two generations
is the subject of A Surgical Temptation. Robert Darby reveals that circumcision has always been related to
the question of how to control male sexuality. This study explores the process by which the male genitals,
and the foreskin especially, were pathologized, while offering glimpses into the lives of such figures as
James Boswell, John Maynard Keynes, and W. H. Auden. Examining the development of knowledge about
genital anatomy, concepts of health, sexual morality, the rise of the medical profession, and the nature of
disease, Darby shows how these factors transformed attitudes toward the male body and its management and
played a vital role in the emergence of modern medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Sparkman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled A Surgical Temptation: The Demonization of the Foreskin and the
Rise of Circumcision in Britain. Try to make book A Surgical Temptation: The Demonization of the
Foreskin and the Rise of Circumcision in Britain as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you
sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Andrew Garcia:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that
need more time to be go through. A Surgical Temptation: The Demonization of the Foreskin and the Rise of
Circumcision in Britain can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short
extra time problems.

Rosa Rodriguez:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top record in your reading list is A Surgical Temptation: The Demonization of the Foreskin and the Rise of
Circumcision in Britain. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Regina Hash:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media.
You can choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
identified as of book A Surgical Temptation: The Demonization of the Foreskin and the Rise of
Circumcision in Britain. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it
can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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