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During the Cold War an unlikely coalition of poets, editors, and politicians converged in an attempt to
discredit--if not destroy--the American modernist avant-garde. Ideologically diverse yet willing to bespeak
their hatred of modern poetry through the rhetoric of anticommunism, these "anticommunist antimodernists,"
as Alan Filreis dubs them, joined associations such as the League for Sanity in Poetry to decry the modernist
"conspiracy" against form and language. In Counter-revolution of the Word Filreis narrates the story of this
movement and assesses its effect on American poetry and poetics.

Although the antimodernists expressed their disapproval through ideological language, their hatred of
experimental poetry was ultimately not political but aesthetic, Filreis argues. By analyzing correspondence,
decoding pseudonyms, drawing new connections through the archives, and conducting interviews, Filreis
shows that an informal network of antimodernists was effective in suppressing or distorting the postwar
careers of many poets whose work had appeared regularly in the 1930s. Insofar as modernism had consorted
with radicalism in the Red Decade, antimodernists in the 1950s worked to sever those connections,
fantasized a formal and unpolitical pre-Depression High Modern moment, and assiduously sought to de-
radicalize the remnant avant-garde. Filreis's analysis provides new insight into why experimental poetry has
aroused such fear and alarm among American conservatives.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Grimes:

The e-book untitled Counter-revolution of the Word: The Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960
is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will
be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Counter-revolution of the
Word: The Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960 from the publisher to make you considerably
more enjoy free time.

Kimberly Dyer:

The e-book with title Counter-revolution of the Word: The Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-
1960 includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
That book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

Janet Baltimore:

The book untitled Counter-revolution of the Word: The Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is
very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by
famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Willis Harrington:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Counter-revolution of the Word: The
Conservative Attack on Modern Poetry, 1945-1960 is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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