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Best known as the creator of Captain Ahab and the great white whale of Moby-Dick, Herman Melville
(1819–91) found critical and popular success with his first novels, which he based on his adventures in the
South Seas. His reputation was diminished by his preoccupation with metaphysical themes and allegorical
techniques in later works; and by the time of his death, his books were long forgotten. Generations later,
Melville's readers recognized his work as keenly satirical and rich in elements that prefigured the emergence
of existentialism and Freudian psychology.
Melville's critical fortunes temporarily rebounded in the early to mid-1850s, with the favorable reception of
his contributions to Harper's and Putnam's—two of the era's leading monthly magazines. This collection
features fourteen of his works of short fiction from that period—most prominently, "The Encantadas or
Enchanted Isles." This series of descriptive sketches, a reminiscence from Melville's sailor days, reveals the
ecologically pristine Galápagos Islands as both enchanting and horrifying. The other stories showcase the
author's mastery of a diverse range of writing styles. "The Lightning-Rod Man" demonstrates his deftness at
Dickensian comedy, and "The Piazza" anticipates his subsequent absorption with poetry. "The Paradise of
Bachelors and the Tartarus of Maids," with its incisive contrast of upper-class frivolity with the desperate
lives of factory workers, offers a moving portrait of social inequality. These rediscovered tales by a writer
who was ahead of his time provide a captivating blend of artistry and cultural commentary.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Grant:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Encantadas and Other Stories (Dover Thrift Editions). Try to the
actual book The Encantadas and Other Stories (Dover Thrift Editions) as your good friend. It means that it
can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you
can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

William Watts:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Encantadas and Other
Stories (Dover Thrift Editions). All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Leonard Bartow:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Encantadas and Other Stories (Dover Thrift
Editions), you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Tom Salgado:

The Encantadas and Other Stories (Dover Thrift Editions) can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Encantadas and Other
Stories (Dover Thrift Editions) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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