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Most modern studies of Athenian religion have focused on festivals, cult practices, and individual deities.
Jon Mikalson turns instead to the religious beliefs citizens of Athens spoke of and acted upon in everyday
life. He uses evidence only from reliable, mostly contemporary sources such as the orators Lysias and
Demosthenes, the historian Xenophon, and state decrees, sacred laws, religious dedications, and epitaphs.

"This is in no sense a general history of Athenian religion," Mikalson writes, "even within the narrow
historical boundaries set. It is rather an investigation of what might be termed the consensus of popular
religious belief, a consensus consisting of those beliefs which an Athenian citizen thought he could express
publicly and for which he expected fo find general acceptance among his peers."

What emerges in Mikalson's study is a remarkable homogeneity of religious beliefs at the popular level. The
topics discussed at length in Athenian Popular Religion include the areas of divine intervention in human
life, the gods and human justice, gods and oaths, divination, death and the afterlife, the nature of the gods,
social aspects of popular religion, and piety and impiety.

Mikalson challenges the common opinion that popular religious belief in Athens deteriorated significantly
from the mid-fifth to the mid-fourth century B.C. "The error in understanding the development of Athenian
religion has arisen, it seems to me, because scholars have failed to distinguish properly between the differing
natures of the sources for our knowledge of religious beliefs in the earlier and later periods," Mikalson
writes. The difference between those sources "is more than simply one of years. It is a difference between
poetry and prose, with all the factors which that difference implies."
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From reader reviews:

Larry Hudgens:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great and also important the book Athenian Popular Religion. All type of book are
you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Joseph Wood:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should
answer that question since just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Athenian Popular Religion to
read.

Elizabeth Ramsey:

This Athenian Popular Religion book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Athenian
Popular Religion without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't become worry Athenian Popular Religion can bring if you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Athenian Popular Religion having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Melinda McKinney:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Athenian Popular Religion or perhaps others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more
and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Athenian Popular
Religion to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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