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In 1933 American oilmen representing what later became the Arabian American Oil Company (Aramco)
signed a concession agreement with the Saudi Arabian king granting the company sole proprietorship over
the oil reserves in the country's largest province. As drilling commenced and wells proliferated, Aramco
soon became a major presence in the region. In this book Chad H. Parker tells Aramco's story, showing how
an American company seeking resources and profits not only contributed to Saudi "nation building" but
helped define U.S. foreign policy during the early Cold War.

In the years following World War II, as Aramco expanded its role in Saudi Arabia, the idea of
"modernization" emerged as a central component of American foreign policy toward newly independent
states. Although the company engaged in practices supportive of U.S. goals, its own modernizing efforts
tended to be pragmatic rather than policy-driven, more consistent with furthering its business interests than
with validating abstract theories. Aramco built the infrastructure necessary to extract oil and also carved an
American suburb out of the Arabian desert, with all the air-conditioned comforts of Western modern life. At
the same time, executives cultivated powerful relationships with Saudi government officials and, to the
annoyance of U.S. officials, even served the monarchy in diplomatic disputes. Before long the company
became the principal American diplomatic, political, and cultural agent in the country, a role it would
continue to play until 1973, when the Saudi government took over its operation.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Bryant:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Making the Desert Modern: Americans, Arabs, and Oil
on the Saudi Frontier, 1933-1973 (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War). You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Making the Desert Modern:
Americans, Arabs, and Oil on the Saudi Frontier, 1933-1973 (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War). You can
add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library.
Let's read.

Bobby House:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Making the Desert Modern: Americans, Arabs, and Oil on
the Saudi Frontier, 1933-1973 (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) can be very good book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Jack Scala:

You can spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Making the Desert Modern:
Americans, Arabs, and Oil on the Saudi Frontier, 1933-1973 (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) is simple
bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You
can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

David Furtado:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Making the Desert Modern: Americans, Arabs, and Oil on the Saudi Frontier,
1933-1973 (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add
your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading
some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In



the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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