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Why did politics once work? And why don't they work today? Despite decades of reform, government is
more dysfunctional than ever, the country is more polarized, and special interests have more power to veto
reform. What if idealistic reform itself is a culprit?

In Political Realism, Jonathan Rauch argues that well-meaning efforts to stem corruption and increase
participation have stripped political leaders and organizations of the tools they need to forge compromises
and make them stick. Fortunately, he argues, much of the damage can be undone by rediscovering political
realism. Instead of trying to drive private money away out of politics, how about channeling it to strengthen
parties and leaders? Instead of doubling down on direct democracy, how about giving political professionals
more influence over candidate nominations? Rauch shows how a new generation of realist thinkers is using
time-tested truths about politics and government to build reforms for our time.

Rich with contrarian insights and fresh thinking, Political Realism is an eye-opening challenge to today's
conventional wisdom about what ails American government and politics.
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From reader reviews:

Dale Hollander:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for people. The book Political Realism: How Hacks, Machines, Big Money,
and Back-Room Deals Can Strengthen American Democracy was making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide
Political Realism: How Hacks, Machines, Big Money, and Back-Room Deals Can Strengthen American
Democracy is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book
Political Realism: How Hacks, Machines, Big Money, and Back-Room Deals Can Strengthen American
Democracy. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Arthur Seaton:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a book. The book Political Realism: How Hacks, Machines, Big Money, and Back-Room
Deals Can Strengthen American Democracy it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing
this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone.
The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Carmen Vasquez:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is usually Political Realism: How Hacks, Machines, Big Money, and Back-Room Deals Can Strengthen
American Democracy.

Ronald Griffin:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book Political Realism: How Hacks, Machines, Big Money, and Back-Room Deals Can Strengthen



American Democracy we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative
person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life with this book Political Realism: How Hacks, Machines, Big Money, and Back-
Room Deals Can Strengthen American Democracy. You can more pleasing than now.
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