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International justice has become a crucial part of the ongoing political debates about the future of shattered
societies like Bosnia, Kosovo, Rwanda, Cambodia, and Chile. Why do our governments sometimes display
such striking idealism in the face of war crimes and atrocities abroad, and at other times cynically abandon
the pursuit of international justice altogether? Why today does justice seem so slow to come for war crimes
victims in the Balkans? In this book, Gary Bass offers an unprecedented look at the politics behind
international war crimes tribunals, combining analysis with investigative reporting and a broad historical
perspective. The Nuremberg trials powerfully demonstrated how effective war crimes tribunals can be. But
there have been many other important tribunals that have not been as successful, and which have been
largely left out of today's debates about international justice. This timely book brings them in, using primary
documents to examine the aftermath of the Napoleonic Wars, World War I, the Armenian genocide, World
War II, and the recent wars in the former Yugoslavia.

Bass explains that bringing war criminals to justice can be a military ordeal, a source of endless legal
frustration, as well as a diplomatic nightmare. The book takes readers behind the scenes to see vividly how
leaders like David Lloyd George, Winston Churchill, Franklin Roosevelt, and Bill Clinton have wrestled
with these agonizing moral dilemmas. The book asks how law and international politics interact, and how
power can be made to serve the cause of justice.

Bass brings new archival research to bear on such events as the prosecution of the Armenian genocide,
presenting surprising episodes that add to the historical record. His sections on the former Yugoslavia tell--
with important new discoveries--the secret story of the politicking behind the prosecution of war crimes in
Bosnia, drawing on interviews with senior White House officials, key diplomats, and chief prosecutors at the
war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. Bass concludes that despite the obstacles, legalistic justice for
war criminals is nonetheless worth pursuing. His arguments will interest anyone concerned about human
rights and the pursuit of idealism in international politics.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Rubio:

The reserve untitled Stay the Hand of Vengeance: The Politics of War Crimes Tribunals is the book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you.
The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You
also could get the e-book of Stay the Hand of Vengeance: The Politics of War Crimes Tribunals from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Stacey Greene:

Typically the book Stay the Hand of Vengeance: The Politics of War Crimes Tribunals has a lot associated
with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you may
get the point easily after scanning this book.

James Rohrbach:

Stay the Hand of Vengeance: The Politics of War Crimes Tribunals can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Stay
the Hand of Vengeance: The Politics of War Crimes Tribunals although doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Jessica Palmer:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Stay the Hand of Vengeance:
The Politics of War Crimes Tribunals can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what
these books have than the others?
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