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Part philosophical meditation, part cultural critique, The Body in Pain is a profoundly original study that has
aready stirred excitement in awide range of intellectual circles. The book is an analysis of physical
suffering and its relation to the numerous vacabularies and cultural forces--literary, political, philosophical,
medical, religious--that confront it.

Elaine Scarry bases her study on awide range of sources: literature and art, medical case histories,
documents on torture compiled by Amnesty International, legal transcripts of personal injury trials, and
military and strategic writings by such figures as Clausewitz, Churchill, Liddell Hart, and Kissinger, She
weaves these into her discussion with an eloquence, humanity, and insight that recall the writings of Hannah
Arendt and Jean-Paul Sartre.

Scarry begins with the fact of pain'sinexpressibility. Not only is physical pain enormously difficult to
describe in words--confronted with it, Virginia Woolf once noted, "language runs dry"--it also actively
destroys language, reducing sufferers in the most extreme instances to an inatricul ate state of cries and
moans. Scarry analyzes the political ramifications of deliberately inflicted pain, specifically in the cases of
torture and warfare, and shows how to be fictive. From these actions of "unmaking" Scarry turnsfinally to
the actions of "making"--the examples of artistic and cultural creation that work against pain and the debased
uses that are made of it. Challenging and inventive, The Body in Pain islandmark work that promisesto
spark widespread debate.

About the Author:

Elaine Scarry is Associate Professor of English at the University of Pennsylvania.
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From reader reviews:
Juan Elam:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This The Body in Pain: The Making and Unmaking of the World book is
readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without |eaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
connected with The Body in Pain: The Making and Unmaking of the World content conveys prospect easily
to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different asit. So, do you nevertheless thinking The Body in Pain: The Making and Unmaking of the World
isnot loveable to be your top list reading book?

Holly Hughes:

Reading a book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a guide will give you alot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of several waysto share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Body in Pain: The Making and Unmaking of the World, you are able to tells your family, friends aswell as
soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

M ar sha Gleason:

Why? Because this The Body in Pain: The Making and Unmaking of the World is an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this anymare or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of
gains than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So
, still want to hesitate having that book? If | have been you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Ralph Sanchez:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and The Body in Pain: The Making and Unmaking of the
World or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are
helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The



Body in Pain: The Making and Unmaking of the World to make your spare time more colorful. Many types
of book like here.
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