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Humanity can make short work of the oceans' creatures. In 1741, hungry explorers discovered herds of
Steller’ s sea cow in the Bering Strait, and in less than thirty years, the amiable beast had been harpooned into
extinction. It'saclassic story, but akey fact is often omitted. Bering Island was the last redoubt of a species
that had been decimated by hunting and habitat |oss years before the

explorers set sail.

As Callum M. Roberts reveals in The Unnatural History of the Sea, the oceans' bounty didn’t disappear
overnight. While today’ s fishing industry is ruthlessly efficient, intense exploitation began not in the modern
era, or even with the dawn of industrialization, but in the eleventh century in medieval Europe. Roberts
explores this long and colorful history of commercial fishing, taking readers around the world and through
the centuries to witness the transformation of the seas.

Drawing on firsthand accounts of early explorers, pirates, merchants, fishers, and travelers, the book
recreates the oceans of the past: waters teeming with whales, sealions, sea otters, turtles, and giant fish. The
abundance of marine life described by fifteenth century seafarers is almost unimaginable today, but Roberts
both bringsit alive and artfully traces its depletion. Collapsing fisheries, he shows, are simply the latest
chapter in along history of unfettered commercialization of the seas.

The story does not end with an empty ocean. Instead, Roberts describes how we might restore the splendor
and prosperity of the seas through smarter management of our resources and some simple restraint. From the
coasts of Floridato New Zealand, marine reserves have fostered spectacular recovery of plants and animals
to levels not seen in acentury. They prove that history need not repeat itself: we can leave the oceans richer
than we found them.
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From reader reviews:
Juan Turgeon:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they are still students or the ideafor all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book The Unnatural History of
the Sea. All type of book would you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet methods or other
social media

Elizabeth Brown:

This book untitled The Unnatural History of the Seato be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit on it. Y ou will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sellsthe e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone.
So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Anna Humphrey:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Unnatural History of the
Seathat give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior al
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman
but for al of you who wants to end up being success person. So, for al of you who want to start looking at
as your good habit, you can pick The Unnatural History of the Sea become your current starter.

Teresa Randall:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore, this The Unnatural History of the Sea can make you sense more interested to read.
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