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Since the Wright brothers made their famed flight at Kitty Hawk in 1903, aviation has emerged as the
indispensable arm of American military power. In this detailed and informative history, Charles J. Gross
traces its devel opment from the technological antecedents of the Wright brothers' triumph through the air
war for Kosovo. Drawing on examples from all periods and all service branches, he explains the roles of
politics, economics, and technology in shaping air power in the U.S. armed forces and assesses the actual
impact of military aviation on warfare.

Gross discusses major developments in aircraft, doctrine, training, and operations. He also provides
discussions of airlift, in-flight refueling, military budgets, industry, and inter-service squabbling. He deftly
sketches the evolution of the air arms of each of the different services and provides clear analysis of military
budgets. He provides assessments of Eisenhower’s“New Look” and MAD (Mutually Assured Destruction);
of McNamara's effort to use “commonality” of equipment to cut costs and Kennedy’ s buildup of the military;
of the Nixon Doctrine and the failure of air power to resolve the long drawn-out conflict in Southeast Asia;
and of the growing reliance on American air-power in the post-Cold War world.

Thiswell illustrated volume offers the first broad history of American military aviation. Military
professionals, scholars, civilian government policy makers and planners, members of the mediawho
concentrate on defense matters, and interested members of the general public will all rely on this book as the
invaluable guide to the “indispensable arm.”
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From reader reviews:
Richard Dutton:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book American Military Aviation: The Indispensable Arm
(Centennial of Flight Series) has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide American Military Aviation:
The Indispensable Arm (Centennial of Flight Series) is not only giving you far more new information but
also to be your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship while using book American Military Aviation: The Indispensable Arm (Centennial of Flight
Series). You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Daniel Gordon:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which isinside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take American Military Aviation: The Indispensable Arm (Centennial of Flight
Series) as your daily resource information.

Ruby Harris:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This American Military Aviation: The
Indispensable Arm (Centennia of Flight Series) is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ed Abraham:

On this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you have to do is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of many books in the top list in your
reading list is American Military Aviation: The Indispensable Arm (Centennial of Flight Series). This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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