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The city of Timbuktu has an important place in the history of the African people. The city existed as part of
the story of the three great West African empires: Ancient Ghana, Medieval Mali and the Songhai Empire.
Timbuktu's intellectual tradition is well known and widely praised.

However, all of the important Black scholars have claimed that its intellectual heritage was destroyed in the
sixteenth century by Arab and European invaders entering from Morocco. For example, Professor Chancellor
Williams, in The Destruction of Black Civilization (US, Third World Press, 1987, p.207), claimed that: ‘In
the Muslim destruction of the Songhay empire, the main centres of learning with all of their precious
libraries and original manuscripts were destroyed first.’

He was not alone in this view. Professor Cheikh Anta Diop, in Precolonial Black Africa (US, Lawrence Hill
Books, 1987, p.182), advances almost the same theory. He laments on the loss of: ‘the judicial and
administrative archives: assistants of cadis [i.e. judges] kept minutes of the sessions. But tons of documents
have disappeared.’

The ideas of Williams and Diop have influenced an entire generation of Black scholars into believing that
West Africa’s intellectual heritage was mostly destroyed after the 1591 Arab and European invasion.

This lecture essay, Intellectual Life and Legacy of Timbuktu, was written to disprove this idea. The West
African intellectual heritage still exists and the literature is still held by Black families and institutions who
have passed on this literature from generation to generation as family heirlooms.

This inspiring lecture essay gives an account of this amazing intellectual legacy. There is a map and three
illustrations.
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From reader reviews:

Jolie Browne:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Intellectual Life and Legacy of Timbuktu
(Reklaw Education Lecture Series Book 1) will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
appropriate book with you?

Brian Wallace:

The book Intellectual Life and Legacy of Timbuktu (Reklaw Education Lecture Series Book 1) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book
Intellectual Life and Legacy of Timbuktu (Reklaw Education Lecture Series Book 1)? Several of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you
can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Intellectual Life and Legacy of Timbuktu
(Reklaw Education Lecture Series Book 1) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Katie Duffy:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Intellectual Life and Legacy of
Timbuktu (Reklaw Education Lecture Series Book 1) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's observe.

Elizabeth Smith:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Intellectual Life and Legacy of Timbuktu (Reklaw
Education Lecture Series Book 1) or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well
as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside
science book, any other book likes Intellectual Life and Legacy of Timbuktu (Reklaw Education Lecture
Series Book 1) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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