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Part scientific mystery, part cultural history, part intellectual archaeology, Who Killed the Great Auk? vividly
tells the story of the extinction that helped launch the first conservation movement.
The Great Auk was a large, flightless bird with tiny wings and an enormous beak. Its clumsy, erect gait on
land made it an easy target for sailors and landsmen alike, who hunted it for its ample flesh and soft down,
and eagerly gathered its eggs. Over time, the Great Auk began to appear less frequently; then rarely; then
never again. By the end of the nineteenth century, even the most intrepid explorers could no longer find this
once-common bird. Gaskell shows how the Great Auk's disappearance became a cause celebre. It sparked a
frenzy among collectors, fascinated writers such as Charles Kingsley, and obsessed such influential
ornithologists as John Wolley and John James Audubon, who helped push for the first legislation to protect
seabirds. But as Gaskell shows, the extinction of the Great Auk was not a straightforward tale of
overhunting. In this subtle, nuanced book, he reveals the ways in which its fate was inextricably bound up
with the social, economic, and political history of the time.
Who Killed the Great Auk? is nature writing at its best. From the journey of Audubon to Labrador to the
hardships of life in early Newfoundland, it takes readers on a tour of some of the wildest and coldest places
on earth. And at the end of the story, we understand a little more clearly how we came to value even the
oddest inhabitants of the natural world.
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From reader reviews:

Tara Wilson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have
read is usually Who Killed the Great Auk?.

Guadalupe Eggleston:

This Who Killed the Great Auk? is great book for you because the content which can be full of information
for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
info accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read
that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Who Killed the Great Auk?
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that
no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Keri Lo:

Beside that Who Killed the Great Auk? in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your
oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Who Killed the Great Auk? because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Palmer Schwartz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books that
can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Who Killed the Great Auk?.
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