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If you thought the point of war was to win, this book will make you think again.

David Keen questions the model of war as a contest between two sides aiming at political and military
victory, and he also rejects the contrasting view that war represents a collapse into anarchy, mindless
violence and ethnic hatred. Rather than a contest or a collapse, war is analysed as a system that has
significant functions and that yields complex economic, political and psychological benefits. Some may be
more interested in prolonging a war than in ending it. War may help elites to derail democracy and suppress
dissent; it may be profitable for government and rebel actors; and it may allow armed groups to enjoy a sense
of power over unarmed civilians.

This book argues that understanding the complex functions of wars alongside other forms of human disaster,
such as famine and ethnic strife, is essential if we are to reduce suffering and move towards lasting peace
agreements.

Complex Emergencies will be essential reading for students of development, political economy, political
science and international relations.
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From reader reviews:

Cassandra Martin:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Complex Emergencies. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book Complex Emergencies.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Spencer Fuentes:

The e-book untitled Complex Emergencies is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book,
to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get
the e-book of Complex Emergencies from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Ruth Vigue:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The Complex
Emergencies will give you new experience in studying a book.

Belinda Smith:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Complex Emergencies or
perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Complex Emergencies to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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