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Meyer Levin was a Chicago-born Jewish author. His best-known book is "Compulsion", which is a
novelization of the notorious Loeb and Leopold murder case of 1924. Levin was in a special position to tell
the story, because he was personally acquainted with the perpetrators. Levin is also famous for bringing
Anne Frank's diary to light. But "The Old Bunch" may be his greatest work.

"The Old Bunch" was written in the mid-1930's, and it tells the tales of the kids of a Chicago Jewish ghetto
coming of age and stepping out into the world. It's presumably something of a fantasy autobiography,
echoing Levin's own adventures — Levin was born in 1905, and the events in this book take place beginning
in the year 1921 (when the "bunch" is graduating from school), and running through to 1934.

The book is compelling for its individual stories and for its living window into times past. Because it was
written prior to the horrors of WWII, it's a very pure view of the pre-war era. (Anything written later will
necessarily be done with hindsight, and will likely de-emphasize "unimportant" details in favor of those that
connect to major war events.) But the history is merely a fascinating byproduct of the vivid human stories
that fill the pages.

"The Old Bunch" is surprisingly unknown today, which is a shame. This really is one of the great novels, in a
class with Tolstoy and Steinbeck. It conveys the entirety of the era: The people, the culture, the economics,
Chicago politics (very dirty!), with a global perspective as well (some characters travel to Europe and
Palestine). It covers the Roaring Twenties, Prohibition, the Great Depression, and the New Deal. To read the
book is to live and breathe in these bygone days.

Most importantly, Meyer Levin depicts events without agenda or judgment. Characters may be Democrats or
Republicans or workers or bosses or religionists or atheists or many other things, but all are portrayed with
depth, and none are simple heroes or villains or symbols. These are, in the end, tales about the very personal
and individual transitions to adulthood, and the elusive quest for wisdom. It is the same challenge that every
generation must face.

"The Old Bunch" was critically acclaimed and went through numerous print editions, but it eventually
passed into the public domain and was temporarily forgotten. A Wall Street Journal article in 2012
("Destiny's Children", by Joseph Epstein) sparked a revival of interest, and Rancho Lazarus Publications is
proud to present a new edition, accurately rendered and true to the original text, and with the addition of
occasional footnotes to clarify details of historical accuracy that the modern reader may not have on tap.
With almost 700 pages of text (the original hardback book ran to almost 1000 pages), this is an epic novel.
But far from being overlong, it's the sort of reading that leaves you wishing there was more.

"Written in good hard-driving colloquial prose, full of sharp characterizations. . . A very fine novel." — New
Republic

"A landmark — vivid and exciting reading. It brilliantly succeeds in taking the reader on a memorable tour
of the world in which the old bunch lived." — The New York Times
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From reader reviews:

Maria Kraus:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Old Bunch book because book
offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there
is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Florence Booth:

The particular book The Old Bunch will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very
ideal to you. The book The Old Bunch is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Jarred Chisolm:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Old Bunch your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The The
Old Bunch giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Sam Stenger:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This The Old Bunch can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a
look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This
kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe
your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate?
Let's have The Old Bunch.
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