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Here is the first dual biography of the early lives of two key figures in Russian ballet: famed choreographer
George Balanchine and his close childhood friend and extraordinary ballerina Liidia (Lidochka) Ivanova.

Tracing the lives and friendship of these two dancers from years just before the 1917 Russian Revolution to
Balanchine's escape from Russia in 1924, Elizabeth Kendall's Balanchine & the Lost Muse sheds new light
on a crucial flash point in the history of ballet. Drawing upon extensive archival research, Kendall weaves a
fascinating tale about this decisive period in the life of the man who would become the most influential
choreographer in modern ballet. Abandoned by his mother at the St. Petersburg Imperial Ballet Academy in
1913 at the age of nine, Balanchine spent his formative years studying dance in Russia's tumultuous capital
city. It was there, as he struggled to support himself while studying and performing, that Balanchine met
Ivanova. A talented and bold dancer who grew close to the Bolshevik elite in her adolescent years, Ivanova
was a source of great inspiration to Balanchine--both during their youth together, and later in his life, after
her mysterious death just days before they had planned to leave Russia together in 1924. Kendall shows that
although Balanchine would have a great number of muses, many of them lovers, the dark beauty of his dear
friend Lidochka would inspire much of his work for years to come.

Part biography and part cultural history, Balanchine & the Lost Muse presents a sweeping account of the
heyday of modern ballet and the culture behind the unmoored ideals, futuristic visions, and human decadence
that characterized the Russian Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Sharma:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Balanchine & the Lost
Muse: Revolution & the Making of a Choreographer book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Thomas Hall:

The e-book untitled Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution & the Making of a Choreographer is the book
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution & the Making
of a Choreographer from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Sheila Rivera:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Balanchine & the Lost Muse:
Revolution & the Making of a Choreographer is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

James Butler:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source this filled
update of news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Balanchine & the Lost Muse: Revolution & the Making of a Choreographer when you
required it?
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