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Here Ireland's premier economic historian and one of the leading authorities on the Great Irish Famine
examines the most lethal natural disaster to strike Europe in the nineteenth century. Between the mid-
eighteenth and early-nineteenth centuries, the food source that we still call the Irish potato had allowed the
fastest population growth in the whole of Western Europe. As vividly described in Ó Gráda's new work, the
advent of the blight phytophthora infestans transformed the potato from an emblem of utility to a symbol of
death by starvation. The Irish famine peaked in Black '47, but it brought misery and increased mortality to
Ireland for several years.

Central to Irish and British history, European demography, the world history of famines, and the story of
American immigration, the Great Irish Famine is presented here from a variety of new perspectives. Moving
away from the traditional narrative historical approach to the catastrophe, Ó Gráda concentrates instead on
fresh insights available through interdisciplinary and comparative methods. He highlights several economic
and sociological features of the famine previously neglected in the literature, such as the part played by
traders and markets, by medical science, and by migration. Other topics include how the Irish climate,
usually hospitable to the potato, exacerbated the failure of the crops in 1845-1847, and the controversial
issue of Britain's failure to provide adequate relief to the dying Irish.

Ó Gráda also examines the impact on urban Dublin of what was mainly a rural disaster and offers a critical
analysis of the famine as represented in folk memory and tradition.

The broad scope of this book is matched by its remarkable range of sources, published and archival. The
book will be the starting point for all future research into the Irish famine.
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From reader reviews:

Jose York:

The book Black '47 and Beyond: The Great Irish Famine in History, Economy, and Memory (The Princeton
Economic History of the Western World) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety
or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Black '47 and Beyond:
The Great Irish Famine in History, Economy, and Memory (The Princeton Economic History of the Western
World) being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a e-
book Black '47 and Beyond: The Great Irish Famine in History, Economy, and Memory (The Princeton
Economic History of the Western World). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Michael Joslyn:

The book Black '47 and Beyond: The Great Irish Famine in History, Economy, and Memory (The Princeton
Economic History of the Western World) will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suited
to you. The book Black '47 and Beyond: The Great Irish Famine in History, Economy, and Memory (The
Princeton Economic History of the Western World) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Daniel Starnes:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Black '47 and Beyond: The Great Irish Famine in History,
Economy, and Memory (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Casey Russell:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Black '47 and Beyond: The Great Irish Famine in
History, Economy, and Memory (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) was colourful and
of course has pictures around. As we know that book Black '47 and Beyond: The Great Irish Famine in
History, Economy, and Memory (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and



believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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