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Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
2 (B), University of Cologne (English Seminar), language: English, abstract: Thomas King´s novel Green
Grass, Running Water distinguishes itself from most of the modern novels, above all, from the novels written
by Native American authors, in its genuine form and content. Not only the synthesis of oral and written form
of narrating stories makes it a valuable literary work that reveals evidence for the existence of a relatively, if
not utterly unknown culture, but also the author´s effort to depict characters and stories from the mythology
of the Native Americans contribute to it. The central figure among the mythological figures from the Native
American culture in the novel Green Grass, Running Water is, by all means, the figure of Coyote.

A lot of research has been conducted on the importance of this figure in the Native American mythology, on
its meaning in Thomas King´s novel and on the combination of these two aspects. It could be regarded that
Thomas King attempts through his characters to illustrate on a larger scale the relationship between two
diverse entities and their unequal position in it. This argument has been considered to a large extent by many
authors and academics, among which Herb Wyile presents the following point in his article “ ′Trust Tonto′
Thomas King´s subversive fictions and the politics of cultural literacy. “Given these various elements, it
might be tempting initially to describe his work as blending Western literary forms with forms from Native
cultures. A more appropriate characterization, however, can be found in Kimberley Blaeser’s description of
the trickster figure in Native writing as ‘[n]ot a composite, which is made up of distinct and recognizable
parts, but a complex, which is one unit whose makeup is intricate and interwoven’ (“Trickster” 51). Her
description applies nicely to King’s writing, since in those Native cultures (and King’s writing as an
extension of them), that blending or syncretism is already there, because of the cross-fertilization historically
and currently between different tribal traditions and because of the legacy of the history of colonialism,
during which cultural interaction was imposed.”1 In the light of the opinion presented in the above written
quotation this paper will concentrate on the analysis of the meaning and form of the pivotal figure in Thomas
King’s novel Green Grass, Running Water – the trickster figure of Coyote and attempt to discover the
intertwined intertextuality in the dialogs, in which Coyote takes part.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Alexander:

The feeling that you get from Forms and Functions of the Trickster Figure in Thomas King's Green Grass,
Running Water is the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Forms and Functions of the
Trickster Figure in Thomas King's Green Grass, Running Water giving you joy feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read this because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We advise you for having this particular Forms and Functions of the Trickster Figure in Thomas King's
Green Grass, Running Water instantly.

Patti Metivier:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Forms and Functions of the Trickster
Figure in Thomas King's Green Grass, Running Water that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all
you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Forms and Functions of the Trickster
Figure in Thomas King's Green Grass, Running Water become your own starter.

Goldie Oleary:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Forms and Functions of the Trickster Figure in
Thomas King's Green Grass, Running Water was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Forms and Functions of the Trickster Figure in Thomas King's Green Grass, Running Water
has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you
can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading which.

Sonia Cramer:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Forms and Functions of the
Trickster Figure in Thomas King's Green Grass, Running Water to make your current reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st



opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Forms and
Functions of the Trickster Figure in Thomas King's Green Grass, Running Water can to be your brand-new
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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