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Sexuality and the occult arts have long been associated in the western imagination, but it was not until the
nineteenth century that a large and sophisticated body of literature on sexual magic—the use of sex as a
source of magical power—emerged. This book, the first history of western sexual magic as a modern
spiritual tradition, places these practices in the context of the larger discourse surrounding sexuality in
American and European society over the last 150 years to discover how sexual magic was transformed from
a terrifying medieval nightmare of heresy and social subversion into a modern ideal of personal
empowerment and social liberation. Focusing on a series of key figures including American spiritualist
Paschal Beverly Randolph, Aleister Crowley, Julius Evola, Gerald Gardner, and Anton LaVey, Hugh Urban
traces the emergence of sexual magic out of older western esoteric traditions including Gnosticism and
Kabbalah, which were progressively fused with recently-discovered eastern traditions such as Hindu and
Buddhist Tantra. His study gives remarkable new insight into sexuality in the modern era, specifically on
issues such as the politics of birth control, the classification of sexual “deviance,” debates over
homosexuality and feminism, and the role of sexuality in our own new world of post-modern spirituality,
consumer capitalism, and the Internet.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Blow:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Magia
Sexualis: Sex, Magic, and Liberation in Modern Western Esotericism? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Barbara Fontenot:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what one you should start with. This Magia Sexualis: Sex, Magic, and Liberation in
Modern Western Esotericism is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Michael Green:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Magia Sexualis: Sex, Magic, and Liberation in Modern
Western Esotericism can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

James Hudson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Magia Sexualis: Sex, Magic,
and Liberation in Modern Western Esotericism, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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