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This colorfully drawn and acutely observed book explores Russia by engaging all our senses. Today's Russia
smells different from the Soviet Union. The country looks and sounds different, its touch is different and its
food tastes different. Thus, Christoph Neidhart argues, Russia is truly a changed country from the Soviet
Union it was, little more than a decade ago. Russian society is rapidly urbanizing and modernizing, as can be
perceived by all senses, including the awareness of space and the conception of time. After almost a century,
space can be privately owned and freely traded; time too has become commodified. New role models and
new ways to express social status are emerging. Russia has become a 'monetized' economy as the old Soviet
practice of provision by networking has grown obsolete. Russia thus readies itself gradually to grow into a
Western-style, middle-class society with a free market and democratic polity. The author assesses these rapid
changes using the evocative metaphor of the carnival to understand the chaotic inversion of the Communist
structure of society. He explores the transition's traps and shortcomings?such as the privatization of politics
and the looting of the state's assets?and compares this process to the modernization Western society
underwent a century earlier.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Cooper:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Russia's
Carnival: The Smells, Sights, and Sounds of Transition? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree
with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Leonard Bartow:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Russia's Carnival: The
Smells, Sights, and Sounds of Transition will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make
you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
acceptable book with you?

Donald Chen:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Russia's Carnival: The Smells, Sights, and Sounds of
Transition why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Johnny Grady:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Russia's Carnival: The Smells, Sights, and
Sounds of Transition can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?
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