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*Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the fighting written by soldiers and generals *Includes online
resources and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents The rugged island of Sicily,
dominated in the east by the snow-crowned eminence of the active volcano Mount Etna (which rises to a
height of 11,000 feet), lies in the ocean just off the “toe” of the “boot” of Italy. This spectacular setting
witnessed one of 1943's pivotal battles as the theater of Allied operations shifted from North Africa to
Europe – Operation Husky, a mixed victory wresting control of Sicily from the Axis. The action also caused
Benito Mussolini's downfall, his imprisonment, and subsequent dramatic rescue by the scar-faced Otto
Skorzeny – removing significant portions of Italy from the fascist camp but nevertheless failing to prevent a
long and costly Italian campaign. Germany's North African defeat opened up the possibility of taking the war
in the west to the European continent for the first time since France's lightning conquest by the Wehrmacht
in 1940. The British and Americans debated the merits of landing in France directly in 1943, but they
ultimately opted against it. The Soviets railed at the Westerners as “bastards of allies” – conveniently
forgetting that they aided and abetted Hitler's violent expansionism in eastern Europe for over a year, starting
in 1939 – but a 1943 “D-Day” style landing in France might have proven a strategic and logistical
impossibility. As it turned out, the lackluster Allied showing on Sicily and the escape of most of the island's
garrison would encourage Hitler to alter his plans and defend Italy vigorously. With its rugged mountain
ridges, deep valleys, and numerous rivers, Italy contained tens of thousands of natural defensive positions.
The Wehrmacht exploited these to the full during the ensuing campaign, bogging down the Anglo-American
armies in an endless series of costly, time-consuming engagements. Even the rank and file German soldiers
showed a clear awareness of the Italy's strategic significance: “’The Tommies will have to chew their way
through us inch by inch,’ a German paratrooper wrote in an unfinished letter found on his corpse at Salerno,
‘and we will surely make hard chewing for them.’” (Hastings, 2011, 408). On paper, Sicily's garrison
appeared as a formidable obstacle to the Allies' plans, but in actuality, most of the resistance came from the
small number of German troops on the island. The vast numbers of Italian soldiers accomplished little other
than to flee or surrender en masse, but even this delayed the Anglo-American forces long enough for Hitler
to greatly reinforce the Wehrmacht in Italy. In the memorable words of a war correspondent, the campaign
resembled “a thirty-eight day race with the Italians in the lead” (Porch, 2004, 445). The Allied Invasion of
Sicily: The History of the Largest Amphibious Campaign of World War II chronicles the crucial 1943
campaign. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the invasion of
Sicily like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Watts:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular The
Allied Invasion of Sicily: The History of the Largest Amphibious Campaign of World War II book as
beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Micah Best:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The Allied Invasion of
Sicily: The History of the Largest Amphibious Campaign of World War II suitable to you? Often the book
was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Allied Invasion of Sicily: The
History of the Largest Amphibious Campaign of World War IIis a single of several books that everyone read
now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Daniel Starnes:

The guide untitled The Allied Invasion of Sicily: The History of the Largest Amphibious Campaign of
World War II is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content
that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share
for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Allied Invasion of Sicily: The
History of the Largest Amphibious Campaign of World War II from the publisher to make you a lot more
enjoy free time.

Patrick Allen:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving The Allied Invasion of
Sicily: The History of the Largest Amphibious Campaign of World War II that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for
all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick The Allied Invasion of Sicily: The



History of the Largest Amphibious Campaign of World War II become your own starter.
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