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In the first English-language edition of a general, synthetic history of French Jewry from antiquity to the
present, Esther Benbassa tells the intriguing tale of the social, economic, and cultural vicissitudes of a people
in diaspora. With verve and insight, she reveals the diversity of Jewish life throughout France's regions,
while showing how Jewish identity has constantly redefined itself in a country known for both the Rights of
Man and the Dreyfus affair. Beginning with late antiquity, she charts the migrations of Jews into France and
traces their fortunes through the making of the French kingdom, the Revolution, the rise of modern anti-
Semitism, and the current renewal of interest in Judaism.

As early as the fourth century, Jews inhabited Roman Gaul, and by the reign of Charlemagne, some figured
prominently at court. The perception of Jewish influence on France's rulers contributed to a clash between
church and monarchy that would culminate in the mass expulsion of Jews in the fourteenth century. The
book examines the re-entry of small numbers of Jews as New Christians in the Southwest and the emergence
of a new French Jewish population with the country's acquisition of Alsace and Lorraine.

The saga of modernity comes next, beginning with the French Revolution and the granting of citizenship to
French Jews. Detailed yet quick-paced discussions of key episodes follow: progress made toward social and
political integration, the shifting social and demographic profiles of Jews in the 1800s, Jewish participation
in the economy and the arts, the mass migrations from Eastern Europe at the turn of the twentieth century,
the Dreyfus affair, persecution under Vichy, the Holocaust, and the postwar arrival of North African Jews.

Reinterpreting such themes as assimilation, acculturation, and pluralism, Benbassa finds that French Jews
have integrated successfully without always risking loss of identity. Published to great acclaim in France,
this book brings important current issues to bear on the study of Judaism in general, while making for
dramatic reading.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Sherrer:

This The Jews of France: A History from Antiquity to the Present. book is not really ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This specific The Jews of France: A History from Antiquity to the Present. without
we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be
worry The Jews of France: A History from Antiquity to the Present. can bring when you are and not make
your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone.
This The Jews of France: A History from Antiquity to the Present. having excellent arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Ettie Hardcastle:

Here thing why this The Jews of France: A History from Antiquity to the Present. are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Jews of France: A History from Antiquity to the
Present. giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
guide that similar with The Jews of France: A History from Antiquity to the Present.. It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The
Jews of France: A History from Antiquity to the Present. in e-book can be your alternative.

Gloria Taylor:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Jews of France: A History from
Antiquity to the Present. guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Jews of France: A
History from Antiquity to the Present. as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is
one book that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.

Francis King:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and



soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is The Jews of France: A History from Antiquity to the Present. this e-book
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.
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