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The appearance of the crossbow on the European battle field in A.D. 1100 as the weapon of choice for
shooting down knights threatened the status quo of medieval chivalric fighting techniques. By 1139 the
Church had intervened, outlawing the use of the crossbow among Christians. With this edict, arms control
was born.
As Robert L. O'Connell reveals in this vividly written history of weapons in Western culture, that first
attempt at an arms control measure characterizes the complex and often paradoxical relationship between
men and arms throughout the centuries. In a sweeping narrative that ranges from prehistoric times to the
nuclear age, O'Connell demonstrates how social and economic conditions determine the types of weapons
and the tactics used in warfare and how, in turn, innovations in weapons technology often undercut social
values. He describes, for instance, how the invention of the gun required a redefinition of courage from
aggressive ferocity to calmness under fire; and how the machine gun in World War I so overthrew traditional
notions of combat that Lord Kitchener exclaimed, "This isn't war!" The technology unleashed during the
Great War radically altered our perceptions of ourselves, as these new weapons made human qualities almost
irrelevant in combat. With the invention of the atomic bomb, humanity itself became subservient to the
weapons it had produced.
Of Arms and Men brilliantly integrates the evolution of politics, weapons, strategy, and tactics into a
coherent narrative, one spiced with striking portraits of men in combat and penetrating insights into why men
go to war.
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From reader reviews:

James Snyder:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Of Arms and Men: A History of War, Weapons, and
Aggression.

Daniel Carter:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Of Arms and Men: A History of War, Weapons, and
Aggression as the daily resource information.

Doris Blair:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Of Arms and Men: A History of War,
Weapons, and Aggression is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Valeria May:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And also you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must
know that reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include
you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of
them is niagra Of Arms and Men: A History of War, Weapons, and Aggression.
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