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Over the past few decades, many young Japanese women have emerged as Japan’s most enthusiastic
“internationalists,” investing in study or work abroad, or in romance with Western men as opportunities to
circumvent what they consider their country’s oppressive corporate and family structures. Drawing on a rich
supply of autobiographical narratives, as well as literary and cultural texts, Karen Kelsky situates this
phenomenon against a backdrop of profound social change in Japan and within an intricate network of larger
global forces.
In exploring the promises, limitations, and contradictions of these “occidental longings,” Women on the
Verge exposes the racial and erotic politics of transnational mobility. Kelsky shows how female
cosmopolitanism recontextualizes the well-known Western male romance with the Orient: Japanese women
are now the agents, narrating their own desires for the “modern” West in ways that seem to defy Japanese
nationalism as well as long-standing relations of power not only between men and women but between Japan
and the West. While transnational movement is not available to all Japanese women, Kelsky shows that the
desire for the foreign permeates many Japanese women’s lives. She also reveals how this feminine allegiance
to the West—and particularly to white men—can impose its own unanticipated hegemonies of race,
sexuality, and capital.
Combining ethnography and literary analysis, and bridging anthropology and cultural studies, Women on the
Verge will also appeal to students and scholars of Japan studies, feminism, and global culture.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hodges:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Women on the Verge: Japanese
Women, Western Dreams (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) book as beginner and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Deborah Ellefson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Women on the Verge:
Japanese Women, Western Dreams (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society), you are able to enjoy both.
It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Kenneth Salinas:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Women on the Verge: Japanese Women, Western
Dreams (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Justin Tran:

You may get this Women on the Verge: Japanese Women, Western Dreams (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics,
and Society) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by
written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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