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In recent years, methodological debates in the social sciences have increasingly focused on issues relating to
epistemology. Realism and Sociology makes an original contribution to the debate, charting a middle ground
between postmodernism and positivism.
Critics often hold that realism tries to assume some definitive account of reality. Against this it is argued
throughout the book that realism can combine a strong definition of social reality with an anti-foundational
approach to knowledge. The position of realist anti-foundationalism that is argued for is developed and
defended via the use of immanent critiques. These deal primarily with post-Wittgensteinian positions that
seek to define knowledge and social reality in terms of 'rule-following practices' within different 'forms of
life' and 'language games'. Specifically, the argument engages with Rorty's neo-pragmatism and the
structuration theory of Giddens. The philosophy of Popper is also drawn upon in a critically appreciative
way.
While the positions of Rorty and Giddens seek to deflate the claims of 'grand theory', albeit in different ways,
they both end up with definitive claims about knowledge and reality that preclude social research. By
avoiding the general deflationary approach that relies on reference to 'practices', realism is able to combine a
strong social ontology with an anti-foundational epistemology, and thus act as an underlabourer for empirical
research.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Martinez:

The book Realism and Sociology: Anti-Foundationalism, Ontology and Social Research (Routledge Studies
in Critical Realism) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Realism and Sociology: Anti-Foundationalism,
Ontology and Social Research (Routledge Studies in Critical Realism)? Some of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Realism and Sociology: Anti-Foundationalism, Ontology
and Social Research (Routledge Studies in Critical Realism) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Carol Frazier:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it
is known to us that book is very important normally. The book Realism and Sociology: Anti-
Foundationalism, Ontology and Social Research (Routledge Studies in Critical Realism) ended up being
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The guide Realism and Sociology: Anti-Foundationalism, Ontology and Social Research
(Routledge Studies in Critical Realism) is not only giving you more new information but also being your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship while using book Realism and Sociology: Anti-Foundationalism, Ontology and Social Research
(Routledge Studies in Critical Realism). You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Patrick Adkins:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the information
or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you studying
a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character types do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Realism and
Sociology: Anti-Foundationalism, Ontology and Social Research (Routledge Studies in Critical Realism),
you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a book.

Jaime McKenney:

You can obtain this Realism and Sociology: Anti-Foundationalism, Ontology and Social Research



(Routledge Studies in Critical Realism) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to
be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you
just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get
more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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