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A bold reexamination of U.S. influence in the Middle East during the Cold War.

The Arab Spring, Iran’s nuclear ambitions, the Iraq war, and the Syrian civil war?these contemporary
conflicts have deep roots in the Middle East’s postwar emergence from colonialism.

In The Pragmatic Superpower, foreign policy experts Ray Takeyh and Steven Simon reframe the legacy of
U.S. involvement in the Arab world from 1945 to 1991 and shed new light on the makings of the
contemporary Middle East. Cutting against conventional wisdom, the authors argue that, when an
inexperienced Washington entered the turbulent world of Middle Eastern politics, it succeeded through
hardheaded pragmatism?and secured its place as a global superpower.

Eyes ever on its global conflict with the Soviet Union, America shrewdly navigated the rise of Arab
nationalism, the founding of Israel, and seminal conflicts including the Suez War and the Iranian revolution.
Takeyh and Simon reveal that America’s objectives in the region were often uncomplicated but hardly
modest. Washington deployed adroit diplomacy to prevent Soviet infiltration of the region, preserve access
to its considerable petroleum resources, and resolve the conflict between a Jewish homeland and the Arab
states that opposed it.

The Pragmatic Superpower provides fascinating insight into Washington’s maneuvers in a contest for global
power and offers a unique reassessment of America’s cold war policies in a critical region of the world.
Amid the chaotic conditions of the twenty-first century, Takeyh and Simon argue that there is an urgent need
to look back to a period when the United States got it right. Only then will we better understand the
challenges we face today.
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From reader reviews:

Diego Mears:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Pragmatic Superpower: Winning the Cold War in the Middle
East.

Kevin Kennard:

Here thing why this The Pragmatic Superpower: Winning the Cold War in the Middle East are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is
the content is as delightful as food or not. The Pragmatic Superpower: Winning the Cold War in the Middle
East giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no
reserve that similar with The Pragmatic Superpower: Winning the Cold War in the Middle East. It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground,
café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of The Pragmatic Superpower: Winning the Cold War in the Middle East in e-book can be
your alternative.

Ana Gaskill:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Pragmatic Superpower: Winning
the Cold War in the Middle East book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data
in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Henry Slaughter:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book The Pragmatic Superpower: Winning the Cold War in the Middle East was
filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
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