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Although others have written eloquently on the relationship of water to built form, until now no one has
investigated the swimming pool as a quintessentially modern and American space, reflecting America's
infatuation with hygiene, skin, and recreation. In The Springboard in the Pond, Thomas van Leeuwen looks
at a familiar hole--the domestic swimming pool--and discovers an icon indispensable to the reading of
twentieth-century modernism.At one level, the book is a rereading of modern architecture that will leave that
story permanently altered. At another level, it is the story of the origin and evolution of the private
swimming pool as a building type and cultural artifact. And at still another level, it is a material philosophy
of water. Van Leeuwen explores the human relationship to water from a variety of viewpoints: social,
religious, artistic, sexual, psychological, technical, and above all architectural. Throughout the book, he
weaves a series of analogies to three emblematic animals--frog, swan, and penguin--that represent the three
prevailing human attitudes toward water: hydrophilia, hydrophobia, and ambivalence. The books many
illustrations--drawings, plans, and photographs--come from an unusual variety of sources, creating what is
surely the most provocative visual archive of the swimming pool ever assembled.This book is the second in a
planned tetralogy by the author, with each volume centered on the relationship of architecture to one of the
four classical elements: sky, water, fire, and earth. The first volume was The Skyward Trend of Thought:
The Metaphysics of the American Skyscraper (MIT Press, 1988). The third volume, Columns of Fire:
Architecture and Destruction, is currently in preparation.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Crain:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Springboard in the Pond: An Intimate
History of the Swimming Pool (Graham Foundation / MIT Press Series in Contemporary Architectural
Discourse) book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred
per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jose Gould:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is definitely The Springboard in the Pond: An Intimate History of the Swimming Pool (Graham
Foundation / MIT Press Series in Contemporary Architectural Discourse).

George Degregorio:

You can spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Springboard in the Pond: An Intimate
History of the Swimming Pool (Graham Foundation / MIT Press Series in Contemporary Architectural
Discourse) is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Vicky Gamez:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from
it. It is identified as of book The Springboard in the Pond: An Intimate History of the Swimming Pool
(Graham Foundation / MIT Press Series in Contemporary Architectural Discourse). You can add your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other
place.
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