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The sheer scale and brutality of the hostilities between Russia and Chechnya stand out as an exception in the
mostly peaceful breakup of the Soviet Union. Chechnya: From Nationalism to Jihad provides a fascinating
analysis of the transformation of secular nationalist resistance in a nominally Islamic society into a struggle
that is its antithesis, jihad. Hughes locates Chechen nationalism within the wider movement for national self-
determination that followed the collapse of the Soviet empire. When negotiations failed in the early 1990s,
political violence was instrumentalized to consolidate opposing nationalist visions of state-building in Russia
and Chechnya. The resistance in Chechnya also occurred in a regional context where Russian hegemony
over the Caucasus, especially the resources of the Caspian basin, was in retreat, and in an international
context of rising Islamic radicalism. Alongside Bosnia, Kashmir, and other conflicts, Chechnya became
embedded in Osama Bin Laden's repertoire of jihadist rhetoric against the "West." It was not simply Russia's
destruction of a nationalist option for Chechnya, or "Wahabbist" infiltration from without, that created the
political space for Islamism. Rather, we must look also at how the conflict was fought. The lack of
proportionality and discrimination in the use of violence, particularly by Russia, accelerated and intensified
the Islamic radicalization and thereby transformed the nature of the conflict.

This nuanced and balanced study provides a much-needed antidote to the mythologizing of Chechen
resistance before, and its demonization after, 9/11. The conflict in Chechnya involves one of the most
contentious issues in contemporary international politics—how do we differentiate between the legitimate
use of violence to resist imperialism, occupation, and misgovernment, and the use of terrorism against
legitimate rule? This book sets out indispensable lessons for understanding conflicts involving the volatile
combination of nationalist insurgency, jihad, and terrorism, most notably for the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Searcy:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Chechnya: From Nationalism to Jihad (National and
Ethnic Conflict in the 21st Century). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important the book Chechnya: From Nationalism to Jihad (National and
Ethnic Conflict in the 21st Century). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just
a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we could open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Kenny Hardy:

The particular book Chechnya: From Nationalism to Jihad (National and Ethnic Conflict in the 21st Century)
has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

James Baker:

This Chechnya: From Nationalism to Jihad (National and Ethnic Conflict in the 21st Century) is new way for
you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest
in reading this Chechnya: From Nationalism to Jihad (National and Ethnic Conflict in the 21st Century) can
be the light food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there
isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Eugene Howard:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. By the book Chechnya: From Nationalism to Jihad (National and Ethnic Conflict in the
21st Century) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must
choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life by this book Chechnya: From Nationalism to Jihad (National and Ethnic Conflict
in the 21st Century). You can more pleasing than now.
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