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Bringing local history to bear on major questions in Chinese social history and anthropology, this volume
comprises a series of historical and ethnographic studies of the Pearl River Delta from late imperial times
through the 1940's. The delta is a rich and socially complex area of south China, and the contributors -
scholars from the People's Republic of China, Hong Kong, the United Kingdom, and the United States - have
long-standing ties to the region.

The contributors argue that local society in the Delta was integrated into the Chinese state through a series of
changes that involved constant redefinition of lineages, territories, and ethnic identities. The emergence of
lineages in the Ming and Qing dynasties, the deployment of deities in local alliances, and the shrewd use of
ethnic labels provided terms for a discourse that reified the criteria for membership in Chinese local society.
The ideology produced by these developments continued to serve as the norm for the legitimization of power
in local society through the Republican period.

In reconstructing the 'civilizing process' in the Delta, whereby local inhabitants, both elites and commoners,
used symbolic and instrumental means to become part of Chinese culture and polity, the book confronts a
central question in history and anthropology: How do we conceptualize the historical development of a state
agrarian society with hierarchies of power and authority, attachment to which is both unifying and
diversifying?
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Liller:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Down to Earth:
The Territorial Bond in South China? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have different opinion?

Scott Peters:

The e-book with title Down to Earth: The Territorial Bond in South China posesses a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new
information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere
you want.

Ralph Humphries:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Down to Earth: The Territorial Bond in South China. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Christopher Walker:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book Down to Earth: The Territorial Bond in South China we can get more advantage. Don't
you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book
Down to Earth: The Territorial Bond in South China. You can more inviting than now.
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