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When people think of ancient Greece, images of philosophers such as Plato or Socrates often come to mind,
as do great warriors like Pericles and Alexander the Great, but hundreds of years before Athens became a
city, a Greek culture flourished and spread its tentacles throughout the western Mediterranean region via
trade and warfare. Scholars have termed this pre-Classical Greek culture the Mycenaean culture, which
existed from about 2000-1200 BCE, when Greece, along with much of the eastern Mediterranean, was thrust
into a centuries long dark age. Before the Mycenaean culture collapsed, it was a vital part of the late Bronze
Age Mediterranean system and stood on equal footing with some of the great powers of the region, such as
the Egyptians and Hittites.

Despite being ethnic Greeks and speaking a language that was the direct predecessor of classical Greek, the
Mycenaeans had more in common with their neighbors from the island of Crete, who are known today as the
Minoans. Due to their cultural affinities with the Minoans and the fact that they conquered Crete yet still
carried on many Minoan traditions, the Mycenaeans are viewed by some scholars as the later torchbearers of
a greater Aegean civilization, much the way the Romans carried on Hellenic civilization after the Greeks.

Given that the Mycenaeans played such a vital role on the history in the late Bronze Age, it would be natural
to assume there are countless studies and accurate chronologies on the subject, but the opposite is true.
Although the Mycenaeans were literate, the corpus of written texts from the period is minimal, so modern
scholars are left to use a variety of methods in order to reconstruct a proper history of Mycenaean culture.

In fact, even the name “Mycenaean” can be a bit misleading since it refers only to one locale in Greece.
However, since the city was the first Bronze Age site discovered, it became a reference point for
archeologists and historians to use to refer to any Bronze Age discoveries in Greece. Archeology provides
the base for any study of the ancient Mycenaeans; since many of their cities were replaced and built over in
classical, medieval, and modern times, excavations of the Bronze Age cities can tell modern scholars how
these people lived and died. Closely related to archaeology is art history, which can be the study of any
material culture including pottery, sculptures, reliefs, and jewelry. The Homeric epics also provide some
information about Mycenaean culture, though Homer was a poet who lived hundreds of years after the
collapse of the Mycenaean culture. Classical Greek historians and geographers also wrote about the
Mycenaeans, but their works should be consulted with caution as some of their statements have proved false
and they, like Homer, received much of their information through oral traditions. Finally, the few extant
Mycenaean written documents can help tell modern scholars what the Mycenaeans found most important in
life. When all of the sources are consulted, they reveal that the Mycenaean culture was as vibrant as any
other during the Bronze Age.



The Mycenaeans: The History and Culture of Ancient Greece's First Advanced Civilization analyzes the
history of this influential Greek civilization. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you
will learn about the Mycenaeans like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Dietz:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book The Mycenaeans: The History and Culture of
Ancient Greece's First Advanced Civilization had been making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book The Mycenaeans: The History
and Culture of Ancient Greece's First Advanced Civilization is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book The Mycenaeans: The History and
Culture of Ancient Greece's First Advanced Civilization. You never really feel lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

William Bellard:

This book untitled The Mycenaeans: The History and Culture of Ancient Greece's First Advanced
Civilization to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-
book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can
order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
e-book from your list.

Mitchell Smith:

Often the book The Mycenaeans: The History and Culture of Ancient Greece's First Advanced Civilization
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book The
Mycenaeans: The History and Culture of Ancient Greece's First Advanced Civilization is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Eulalia Perry:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be The Mycenaeans: The History and Culture of Ancient
Greece's First Advanced Civilization why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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