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Américo Paredes (1915-1999) was a folklorist, scholar, and professor at the University of Texasat Austin
who iswidely acknowledged as one of the founding scholars of Chicano Studies. Born in Brownsville,
Texas, aong the southern U.S.-Mexico Border, Paredes’ early experiences impacted his writing during his
later years as an academic. He grew up between two worlds—one written about in books, the other sung
about in ballads and narrated in folktales. He attended a school system that emphasized conformity and
Anglo values in atown whose population was 70 percent Mexican in origin.

During World War 11, he worked for the International American Red Cross and wrote for the Siars and
Sripes army newspaper in the Far East. He returned to Texas with anew bride and a passion for continuing
hisformal education and his writing. Paredes did both at the University of Texas at Austin, where he
completed his Ph.D. in 1956. With the publication of his dissertation, “With His Pistol in His Hand” : A
Border Ballad and Its Hero in 1958, Paredes soon emerged as a challenger to the status quo. His book
guestioned the mythic nature of the Texas Rangers and provided an alternative counter-cultural narrative to
the existing traditional narratives of Walter Prescott Webb and J. Frank Dobie, among others.

For the next forty years he was a brilliant teacher and prolific writer who championed the preservation of
border culture and history. He was a soft-spoken, at times temperamental, yet fearless professor. Hewas a
co-founder in 1970 of the Center for Mexican American Studies at the University of Texasat Austinand is
credited with introducing the concept of Greater Mexico, decades before its wider acceptance today among
transnationalist scholars. He received numerous awards, including La Orden del Aguila Azteca, Mexico's
most prestigious service award to a foreigner. Paredes became a scholar of scholars, guiding many students
to become academic leaders.

Manuel F. Medrano interviewed Paredes over afive-year period before Paredes death in 1999, and also

interviewed his family and colleagues. For many Mexican Americans, Paredes' historical legacy isthat he
raised, carried, and defended their cultural flag with adignity that both friends and foes respected.
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From reader reviews:
Reginald Hunter:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you alot
of new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to
some others. When you read this Americo Paredes. In His Own Words, an Authorized Biography (Al Filo:
Mexican American Studies Series), you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
guide. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Katrina White:

The publication with title Americo Paredes: In His Own Words, an Authorized Biography (Al Filo: Mexican
American Studies Series) contains alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of profit
after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. Thiskind
of book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book on your own
smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Maria Trusseall:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Americo Paredes: In His Own
Words, an Authorized Biography (Al Filo: Mexican American Studies Series) book written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still question Americo Paredes: In His Own Words, an Authorized Biography (Al
Filo: Mexican American Studies Series) as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This
isone publication that can break don't evaluate book by itsinclude, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you haveto listening
to an additional sixth sense.

Ronald Griffin:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Americo Paredes. In His Own Words, an Authorized Biography (Al Filo:
Mexican American Studies Series) was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you



know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike at
this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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