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Troublemaker. Sinner. Rebel. Pagan. Jew. Heretic. Infidel. These were among the most common terms early
Christian writers used to characterize Abraham's slave and concubine Hagar. Mentioned only briefly in the
Old Testament, the lowly maidservant was conventionally cast as a villainess, reflecting the patriarchal
biases and prejudices of the bible and its interpreters. Paul's allegorical reading of Hagar in Galatians
4—Hagar as a kind of enemy of the Christian Church—assured her ignominy. Hagar's tale is among the
more disturbing, complex accounts of a female figure in the Old Testament, a tragic tale of servitude and
heir-making surrogacy, followed by expulsion and exile. Sellin looks at Dutch painting to recover Hagar's
reputation. Hagar was a major preoccupation in the seventeenth-century Dutch Golden Age, as the many
versions of her story in literature and art demonstrate. She is treated with an unprecedented degree of
sympathy, mercy, and dignity. The Dutch transformed the outcast into a symbol of redemption and a model
of maternity. Hagar's story was interpreted as a didactic domestic drama, touching on topics such as family
break-ups, extramarital sex, rivalry between women over men, sibling rivalry, and struggles between
husbands and wives and masters and servants. Hagar's story fired the imagination because it offered Dutch
artists the equivalent of a modern soap opera. But it also revealed what mattered most to the Dutch and
perhaps lay at the heart of the fledgling Republic's success and survival. This included the primacy of the
family, an emphasis on domestic well being, and the maintenance of ideal civic order. The paintings reflect
that the Dutch developed a tenderness, understanding, and compassion for Hagar that the world had never
seen before. Exile in scripture, cast off by Paul, Hagar found refuge among the burghers of the Dutch
Republic and given pride of place on the walls of their homes. >
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Adams:

With other case, little persons like to read book Fractured Families and Rebel Maidservants: The Biblical
Hagar in Seventeenth-Century Dutch Art and Literature. You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important any book Fractured Families and Rebel Maidservants: The
Biblical Hagar in Seventeenth-Century Dutch Art and Literature. You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Joseph Felix:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Fractured Families and Rebel Maidservants: The Biblical Hagar in
Seventeenth-Century Dutch Art and Literature book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with Fractured
Families and Rebel Maidservants: The Biblical Hagar in Seventeenth-Century Dutch Art and Literature
content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Fractured Families and Rebel
Maidservants: The Biblical Hagar in Seventeenth-Century Dutch Art and Literature is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

Cora Morrell:

This Fractured Families and Rebel Maidservants: The Biblical Hagar in Seventeenth-Century Dutch Art and
Literature usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this
Fractured Families and Rebel Maidservants: The Biblical Hagar in Seventeenth-Century Dutch Art and
Literature can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book
is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Fractured Families and Rebel Maidservants: The Biblical Hagar in
Seventeenth-Century Dutch Art and Literature giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel
in reading.

Maritza Berry:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just



watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Fractured Families and Rebel
Maidservants: The Biblical Hagar in Seventeenth-Century Dutch Art and Literature which is getting the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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