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This book reveals how South Korea was transformed from one of the poorest and most agrarian countries in
the world in the 1950's to one of the richest and most industrialized states by the late 1980's. The author
argues that South Korea's economic, cultural, and political development was the product of a unique set of
historical circumstances that cannot be replicated elsewhere, and that only by ignoring the costs and negative
consequences of development can South Korea's transformation be described as an unqualified success.

The historical circumstances include a thoroughgoing land reform that forced children of former landlords to
move to the cities to make their fortunes, a very low-paid labor force, and the threat from North Korea and
the consequent American presence. The costs of development included the exploitation of labor (as late as
1986, South Korean factory workers had the longest hours in the world and earned less than their
counterparts in Mexico and Brazil), undemocratic politics, and despoliation of the environment. The title of
the book suggests the ambivalence of South Korean development: "Han" refers both to South Korea
(Han'guk) and to the cultural expression of resentment or dissatisfaction (han).

Because the author sees South Korean development as contingent on a variety of particular circumstances, he
ranges widely to include not only the information typically gathered by sociologists and political economists,
but also insights gained from examining popular tastes and values, poetry, fiction, and ethnography, showing
how all of these aspects of South Korean life help elucidate his main themes. The result is the most
comprehensive and informative account available of the extraordinary changes that brought South Korea to
the forefront among major industrialized nations at the end of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Ybarra:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Han
Unbound: The Political Economy of South Korea is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Bryant Davidson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Han Unbound: The Political Economy of
South Korea book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Han Unbound: The
Political Economy of South Korea as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one
guide that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Annie Resnick:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Han Unbound: The Political
Economy of South Korea which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Robert Oshea:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. Within
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Han Unbound: The Political Economy of South Korea when you desired it?
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