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A Best Book of the Year: The Economist, Slate, Kirkus Reviews

In 1839, nearly 20,000 British troops poured through the mountain passes into Afghanistan and installed the
exiled Shah Shuja on the throne as their puppet. But after little more than two years, the Afghans exploded
into rebellion. The British were forced to retreat—and were then ambushed in the mountains by simply-
equipped Afghan tribesmen. Just one British man made it through. But Dalrymple takes us beyond the story
of this colonial humiliation and illuminates the key connections between then and now. Shah Shuja and
President Hamid Karzai share the same tribal heritage; the Shah’s principal opponents were the Ghilzai tribe,
who today make up the bulk of the Taliban’s foot soldiers. Dalrymple explains the byzantine complexity of
Afghanistan’s age-old tribal rivalries, their stranglehold on politics, and how they ensnared both the British
of the nineteenth century and NATO forces today. Rich with newly discovered primary sources, this
stunning narrative is the definitive account of the first battle for Afghanistan.
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From reader reviews:

Claire Underwood:

This Return of a King: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 book is just not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This specific Return of a King: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 without we understand teach
the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Return of a King: The
Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Return of a King:
The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Anthony Russell:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this Return of a King:
The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42.

Yvonne Casey:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Return of a King: The Battle for Afghanistan,
1839-42 can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Andrea Whitt:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Return of a King: The Battle for Afghanistan, 1839-42 why
because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The



inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you
to pick up this book.
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