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John Marshall remains one of the towering figures in the landscape of American law. From the Revolution to
the age of Jackson, he played a critical role in defining the "province of the judiciary" and the constitutional
limits of legislative action. In this masterly study, Charles Hobson clarifies the coherence and thrust of
Marshall's jurisprudence while keeping in sight the man as well as the jurist.

Hobson argues that contrary to his critics, Marshall was no ideologue intent upon appropriating the
lawmaking powers of Congress. Rather, he was deeply committed to a principled jurisprudence that was
based on a steadfast devotion to a "science of law" richly steeped in the common law tradition. As Hobson
shows, such jurisprudence governed every aspect of Marshall's legal philosophy and court opinions,
including his understanding of judicial review.

The chief justice, Hobson contends, did not invent judicial review (as many have claimed) but consolidated
its practice by adapting common law methods to the needs of a new nation. In practice, his use of judicial
review was restrained, employed almost exclusively against acts of the state legislatures. Ultimately, he
wielded judicial review to prevent the states from undermining the power of a national government still
struggling to establish sovereignty at home and respect abroad.

No chief justice and only one associate justice (William Douglas) served longer on the Supreme Court. But,
as Hobson clearly shows, Marshall's deserved place in the pantheon of great American jurists rests far more
upon principles than longevity. This book better than any other tells us why that's true and worthy of our
attention.
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From reader reviews:

June Edwards:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Great Chief Justice: John Marshall and the Rule of Law (American
Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)). Try to make book The Great Chief Justice: John Marshall
and the Rule of Law (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) as your pal. It means that it
can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Georgia Martinez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Great Chief Justice: John Marshall
and the Rule of Law (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) book as nice and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jennifer Crowe:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be The Great Chief Justice: John Marshall and the Rule of
Law (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas)) why because the great cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as
the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Karolyn Kaufman:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying
a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Great
Chief Justice: John Marshall and the Rule of Law (American Political Thought (University Press of Kansas))
which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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