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Assessing rhetorical principles of contemporary health issues

Hypochondriacs are vulnerable to media hype, anorexics are susceptible to public scrutiny, and migraine
sufferers are tainted with the history of the “migraine personality,” maintains rhetorical theorist Judy Z.
Segal. All are influenced by the power of persuasion.

 

Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine explores persistent health conditions that resist conventional medical
solutions. Using a range of rhetorical principles, Segal analyzes how patients and their illnesses are formed
within the physician/patient relationship. The intractable problem of a patient’s rejection of a doctor’s
advice, says Segal, can be considered a rhetorical failure—a failure of persuasion.

Examining the discourse of medicine through case studies, applications, and analyses, Segal illustrates how
illnesses are described in ways that limit

patients’ choices and satisfaction. She also illuminates psychiatric conditions, infectious diseases, genetic
testing, and cosmetic surgeries through the lens of rhetorical theory.

 

Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine bridges critical analysis for scholarly, professional, and lay audiences.
Segal highlights the persuasive element in diagnosis, health policy, illness experience, and illness narratives.
She also addresses questions of direct-to-consumer advertising of prescription drugs, the role of health
information in creating the “worried well” and problems of trust and expertise in physician/patient
relationships. A useful resource for critical common sense in everyday life, the text provides an effective
examination of a society increasingly influenced by the rhetoric of health and medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Flowers:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine, you are able to tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Steven Kilgore:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine.

Brent Campbell:

The e-book with title Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine includes a lot of information that you can find out
it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Darren Reid:

The book untitled Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry,
you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new
time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.
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