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Should you watch public television without pledging?...Exceed the posted speed limit?...Hop a subway
turnstile without paying? These questions illustrate the so-called "prisoner's dilemma, " a social puzzle that
we all face every day. Though the answers may seem simple, their profound implications make the prisoner's
dilemma one of the great unifying concepts of science, an idea that has influenced leaders across the political
spectrum and informed our views of conflicts ranging from the Cuban missile crisis to the Persian Gulf War.
Watching players bluff in a poker game inspired John von Neumann--father of the modern computer and one
of the sharpest minds of the century--to construct game theory, a mathematical study of conflict and
deception. Game theory was readily embraced at the RAND Corporation, the archetypical think tank charged
with formulating military strategy for the atomic age, and in 1950 two RAND scientists made a momentous
discovery. Called the "prisoner's dilemma, " it is a disturbing and mind-bending game where two or more
people may betray the common good for individual gain. Introduced shortly after the Soviet Union acquired
the atomic bomb, the prisoner's dilemma quickly became a popular allegory of the nuclear arms race.
Intellectuals such as von Neumann and Bertrand Russell joined military and political leaders in rallying to
the "preventive war" movement, which advocated a nuclear first strike against the Soviet Union. Though the
Truman administration rejected preventive war the United States entered into an arms race with the Soviets
and game theory developed into a controversial tool of public policy--alternately accused of justifying arms
races and touted as th only hope of preventing them. A masterful work of science writing, Prisoner's
Dilemma weaves together a biography of the brilliant and tragic von Neumann, a history of pivotal phases of
the cold war, and an investigation of game theory's far-reaching influence on public policy t
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Lyons:

This Prisoner's Dilemma book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This
Prisoner's Dilemma without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Prisoner's Dilemma can bring once you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Prisoner's Dilemma having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Danny Miller:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may
unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare
time, the particular book you have read is actually Prisoner's Dilemma.

Stanley Torres:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of
us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Prisoner's Dilemma will give you new experience in reading
through a book.

Marc Dean:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
Prisoner's Dilemma we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must
want to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life by this book Prisoner's Dilemma. You can more desirable than now.
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