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The American prison system has grown tenfold since the 1970s, but crime rates in the United States have not
decreased. This doesn't surprise Michael J. Lynch, a critical criminologist, who argues that our oversized
prison system is a product of our consumer culture, the public's inaccurate beliefs about controlling crime,
and the government's criminalizing of the poor.

While deterrence and incapacitation theories suggest that imprisoning more criminals and punishing them
leads to a reduction in crime, case studies, such as one focusing on the New York City jail system between
1993 and 2003, show that a reduction in crime is unrelated to the size of jail populations. Although we are
locking away more people, Lynch explains that we are not targeting the worst offenders. Prison populations
are comprised of the poor, and many are incarcerated for relatively minor robberies and violence. America's
prison expansion focused on this group to the exclusion of corporate and white collar offenders who create
hazardous workplace and environmental conditions that lead to deaths and injuries, and enormous economic
crimes. If America truly wants to reduce crime, Lynch urges readers to rethink cultural values that equate
bigger with better.
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From reader reviews:

Wilma Shay:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Big Prisons, Big Dreams: Crime and the
Failure of America's Penal System (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) can be fine book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.

Patricia Koop:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.
It is called of book Big Prisons, Big Dreams: Crime and the Failure of America's Penal System (Critical
Issues in Crime and Society). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Eleanor Hotchkiss:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book Big
Prisons, Big Dreams: Crime and the Failure of America's Penal System (Critical Issues in Crime and
Society) we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person
must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life with that book Big Prisons, Big Dreams: Crime and the Failure of America's Penal
System (Critical Issues in Crime and Society). You can more inviting than now.

Shameka Smith:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Big Prisons, Big Dreams: Crime and the Failure of America's Penal System (Critical Issues in
Crime and Society) when you necessary it?
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