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When Count Guido Franceschini was tried by a Roman court in 1698 for the rape and murder of his young
wife Pompilia, he had the church, the state, and “all of sensible Rome” supporting him. Their cynical
mandate sprang from the traditional belief that in a patriarchal society the male should wield absolute power,
including the power of life and death, over the female. In Pompilia, Brady discusses how Browning’s
masterpiece exposes the pervasive misogyny of patriarchal culture justified in the principle of honoris causa
jealously guarded by church and state.

From his letters it is clear that the poet parallels the Rome of the Franceschini trial with the patriarchy of
Victorian England. Tracing the classical sources of institutionalized misogyny — from Aristotle to Justinian
to Livy, from Genesis through the New Testament — Brady shows how ancient and pervasive is the
patriarchal system and argues that the woman thus defined by traditional theology is identical to the
pornographer’s definition of woman: the woman made for the man.

Confronting the problem of sexual cynicism among interpreters of The Ring and the Book from Thomas
Carlyle to the present, Brady examines the character of Pompilia — the victim on trial essentially for the
crime of being raped and murdered. She examines the explicitly sexual degradation of Pompilia by Guido
and his priest brother, and she points out the sexual bias rampant in the trial proceedings, a bias that reveals
the ecclesiastical corruption surrounding the institution of marriage.

One of the first book-length studies of Browning’s feminism, Brady’s study makes valuable interpretive
contributions to The Ring and the Book, and should earn the poem new readers among both feminists and
traditionalists.
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From reader reviews:

Angelita Estes:

Typically the book Pompilia: A Feminist Reading Of Robert Browning'S The Ring And The Book will bring
one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you
try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Pompilia: A Feminist Reading Of
Robert Browning'S The Ring And The Book is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jennifer Crawford:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of
them is this Pompilia: A Feminist Reading Of Robert Browning'S The Ring And The Book.

John Harrison:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Pompilia: A Feminist Reading Of Robert
Browning'S The Ring And The Book can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?

Arthur Mead:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by
book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Pompilia: A Feminist
Reading Of Robert Browning'S The Ring And The Book.
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