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This award-winning history was the first to provide a detailed and well-documented account of the first
organized Polish immigrant communities in America. Author T. Lindsay Baker, who conducted some of his
research while a Fulbright lecturer at the Technical University of Wrocaw, tells the story of the settlements
founded in Texas in the mid-1850s.

As residents of Upper Silesia, the ethnic Poles bound for Texas had long retained their own language and
adhered to their Catholic faith, despite being politically bound to the Kingdom of Prussia. As farmers and
peasants, they were part of a feudal society, but among those who had some status and capital, freedom was
possible through immigration.

Baker shows that the desire to immigrate to Texas reached a fever pitch in Upper Silesia in the 1850s.
Arriving on the coast at Indianola, Silesian immigrants moved inland and established the first settlement in
present-day Karnes County, naming it Panna Maria. There the Reverend Leopold Moczygemba led the
formation of St. Mary's, the first Polish Catholic church in the United States. Other settlements developed in
a swath of counties from Matagorda northwest to Bandera; the only settlements outside that area were in
Hidalgo County in the Rio Grande Valley and Carson County in the Panhandle.

The Civil War, some hostile nativist Americans, droughts, and other difficulties of frontier life did not lay
waste to the settlers' way of life. As Baker shows, the Silesian settlements of Texas had a far-reaching
impact. For example, Peter Kiobassa left Texas after the Civil War and settled in Chicago, where he helped
establish that city's first Polish Catholic community and then entered politics, becoming the first Polish-born
state legislator in America.
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From reader reviews:

James Nadler:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The First Polish Americans:
Silesian Settlements in Texas, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on
its known as reading friends.

Bradley Simpson:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The First Polish Americans: Silesian
Settlements in Texas can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Henry Perry:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This The First Polish Americans: Silesian Settlements in Texas
can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have The First Polish Americans:
Silesian Settlements in Texas.

Paul Moore:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims The First Polish Americans:
Silesian Settlements in Texas.
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