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In the summer of 1942, Axis forces controlled almost the entire southern shore of the Mediterranean. Less
than a year later, they had been swept from the African continent-thanks in no small part to efforts of the
fledgling U.S. Army Air Force. Indeed, USAAF in North Africa emerged as a senior partner in the Alliance,
supplying aircraft and crews at a rate the other partners were unable to match.

Going beyond the spare analysis of North African air operations in previous accounts, Christopher Rein
shows how American fighter planes and heavy bombers, employed in almost exclusively tactical and
operational roles, played a pivotal role in the Alliance's successful ground campaigns. This aerial armada
also had a significant negative impact on enemy logistics through its bombing raids on Axis ports, shipping,
and airfields. In the process, USAAF helped foster and develop a pattern of inter-service cooperation that
remains at the foundation of American close-air-support doctrine today.

Rein chronicles the emergence of USAAF in the late interwar and early WWII periods as a more
heterogeneous and creative fighting force than earlier works have led us to believe. He then analyzes little-
known aspects of the war, including early air operations in the eastern Mediterranean and in the TORCH
landings. He explores some of the key issues confronting Eisenhower, such as how to establish USAAF
priorities and how to deploy long-range bombers, fighters, and attack forces. In describing the struggle for
balance in the employment of air assets between strategic bombing and interdiction in a time fraught with
inter-service rivalry, he shows how, despite occasional mistakes such as the heavy losses involved in the
Ploesti raids, USAAF struck a suitable balance and even invested more assets in interdiction than traditional
accounts of strategic bombardment would suggest.

A virtual operational-level history of the USAAF during the formative period of American airpower, Rein's
account pulls together material from diverse sources to demonstrate that today's Air Force emphasis on
mobility, intelligence, reconnaissance, and close support for ground forces have deep roots. By showing that
the Army Air Force in World War II did not neglect support for ground and naval forces in order to
concentrate exclusively on strategic bombing, it suggests lessons for military and civilian leaders in the
employment of air forces in current and future conflicts.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Nguyen:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The North African Air Campaign:
U.S. Army Forces from El Alamein to Salerno (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover))
will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of
you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Melvin Groth:

Precisely why? Because this The North African Air Campaign: U.S. Army Forces from El Alamein to
Salerno (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier
to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Johnnie Gonzales:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The North African Air Campaign:
U.S. Army Forces from El Alamein to Salerno (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)), it
is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Jessie Adams:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of
book The North African Air Campaign: U.S. Army Forces from El Alamein to Salerno (Modern War
Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that,
you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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