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Although Arab contribution to the sciences is generally well known in the Western world, Arab contributions
to the study of gemology are less recognized because of the lack of English-language translations of notable
Arab texts.

Scarecrow Press is pleased to present Samar Najm Abul Huda's translation of Ahmad ibn Yusuf al Tifaschi's
study of gems. Born in 1184, Al Tifaschi first learned about gems from his father, and augmented his
knowledge through readings of Aristotle, Theophrastus, and Pliny, as well as through extensive travels to
mines and trading centers. In 1253, he wrote what later became known as the most "methodical and
complete" work on precious stones. Gemologists of today are still astounded by the advanced observations
that Al Tifaschi made in this work.

The book covers 25 different stones, giving the crystallographic forms and physical properties such as
hardness, lustre, and dispersion. The book also describes causes of the formation of gemstones within their
mother rocks as well as the characteristics of the mine concerned. Abul Huda's translation of the work
includes notations on the translations of Al Tifaschi's work into other languages, as well as background
information on Al Tifaschi's world, the well-known gemstones of the 13th century, the gemological
terminology used by the medieval Arabs, and notations on other gemstones not mentioned by Al Tifaschi.
Includes index, a general bibliography, and illustrations of two precious gemstones in their settings.
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From reader reviews:

Myra Flory:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Arab Roots of Gemology. Try to the actual book Arab
Roots of Gemology as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Daniel Starnes:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question
since just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Arab Roots of Gemology to
read.

Shawn Howe:

This Arab Roots of Gemology tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Arab Roots of Gemology can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that probably will
shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Arab Roots of Gemology
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that
we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Gary Muldowney:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Arab Roots of Gemology that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you
who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit,
you may pick Arab Roots of Gemology become your starter.
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