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Conflict between England and France was a fact of life for centuries, but few realize that its origins date
from the time of the Vikings, when a Norse chieftain named Rollo established himself and his progeny in
Normandy. In this compelling and entertaining history, Mary McAuliffe takes the reader back to those dark
and turbulent times when Rollo’s descendants, the dukes of Normandy, asserted their dominance over the
weak French monarchy—a dominance that became especially threatening after Duke William conquered
England in 1066, giving him a royal crown.

Despite this crown, William the Conqueror and his royal successors remained dukes of Normandy, with
feudal obligations to their overlord, the king of France. This naturally fostered an ongoing hostility between
the French and English crowns that, as McAuliffe convincingly shows, became ever more explosive as the
strength and territorial holdings of the English monarchs grew. Conflict erupted regularly over the years, and
Eleanor of Aquitaine’s desertion of one camp for the other only added fuel to the long-simmering feud.

McAuliffe takes the reader back to this dramatic era, providing the fascinating background and context for
this “clash of crowns.” She offers colorful insights into Richard Lionheart and Eleanor of Aquitaine as well
as lesser-known French and English monarchs, especially Philip II of France. Philip proved a determined
opponent of Richard Lionheart, and their cutthroat rivalry not only created fatal divisions within the Third
Crusade but also culminated in an incendiary faceoff at Richard’s newly built Château-Gaillard, the
seemingly impregnable gateway to empire. The outcome would shape the course of English and French
history throughout the centuries that followed.
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From reader reviews:

Chad Foster:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Clash of Crowns: William the Conqueror,
Richard Lionheart, and Eleanor of AquitaineA Story of Bloodshed, Betrayal, and Revenge will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Sarah Frigo:

This Clash of Crowns: William the Conqueror, Richard Lionheart, and Eleanor of AquitaineA Story of
Bloodshed, Betrayal, and Revenge book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This
particular Clash of Crowns: William the Conqueror, Richard Lionheart, and Eleanor of AquitaineA Story of
Bloodshed, Betrayal, and Revenge without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Clash of Crowns: William the Conqueror, Richard Lionheart, and
Eleanor of AquitaineA Story of Bloodshed, Betrayal, and Revenge can bring any time you are and not make
your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Clash of Crowns: William the Conqueror, Richard Lionheart, and Eleanor of AquitaineA
Story of Bloodshed, Betrayal, and Revenge having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Arthur Mead:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When you
read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the information or
maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Clash
of Crowns: William the Conqueror, Richard Lionheart, and Eleanor of AquitaineA Story of Bloodshed,
Betrayal, and Revenge, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Jeffrey Channell:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information



coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just trying to find the Clash of Crowns: William the Conqueror, Richard Lionheart, and Eleanor of
AquitaineA Story of Bloodshed, Betrayal, and Revenge when you needed it?
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