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In early 2013, Robert Gleason became the latest victim of the electric chair, a peculiarly American execution
method. Shouting Pog mo thin ("Kiss my ass" in Gaelic) he grinned electricity shot through his system.
When the current was switched off his body slumped against the leather restraints, and Gleeson, who had
strangled two fellow inmates to ensure his execution was not postponed, was dead. The execution had gone
flawlessly—not a guaranteed result with the electric chair, which has gone horrifically wrong on many
occasions.

Old Sparky covers the history of capital punishment in America and the “current wars” between Edison and
Westinghouse which led to the development of the electric chair. It examines how the electric chair became
the most popular method of execution in America, before being superseded by lethal injection. Famous
executions are explored, alongside quirky last meals and poignant last words.

The death penalty remains a hot topic of debate in America, and Old Sparky does not shy away from that
controversy. Executions have gone spectacularly wrong, with convicts being set alight, and needing up to
five jolts of electricity before dying. There have been terrible miscarriages of justice, and the death penalty
has not been applied even-handedly. Historically, African-Americans, the mentally challenged, and poor
defendants have been likely to get the chair, an anomaly which led the Supreme Court to briefly suspend the
death penalty. Since the resumption of capital punishment in 1976 Texas alone has executed more than 500
prisoners, and death row is full.

Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Arcade imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers
interested in history--books about World War II, the Third Reich, Hitler and his henchmen, the JFK
assassination, conspiracies, the American Civil War, the American Revolution, gladiators, Vikings, ancient
Rome, medieval times, the old West, and much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York
Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects that are sometimes
overlooked and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
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From reader reviews:

Ethan Scott:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Old Sparky: The Electric Chair
and the History of the Death Penalty will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book make
you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or suited book with you?

Jeremy Bryant:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual
crowded place and notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item
for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to
stay than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this
particular Old Sparky: The Electric Chair and the History of the Death Penalty book as basic and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Keith Kuhlman:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need
more time to be go through. Old Sparky: The Electric Chair and the History of the Death Penalty can be your
answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Gertrude Hoskins:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You can see
that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is Old
Sparky: The Electric Chair and the History of the Death Penalty this publication consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.
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