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Teaching comprehension with informational texts is a critical component of any reading program and one
that many children struggle with as they progress through their schooling. Nonfiction can be overwhelming
to young readers, presenting them with complex vocabulary and a new density of information that may
combine text, diagrams, pictures, captions, and other devices. In this book, Tony Stead provides wonderful
ways to enhance children's understanding and engagement when reading for information. Based on many
years of working in K–7 classrooms, he outlines practical approaches to ensure all children can become
confident and competent readers of nonfiction.

Reality Checks offers insights into why children struggle when faced with informational reading, and
practical concepts, skills, and strategies that help them navigate nonfiction successfully.

Part one examines effective ways to teach children how to extract the information that is explicitly stated in a
text. Covered are strategies such as using prior knowledge, retelling, locating specific information, and the
role of nonfiction read-alouds.

Part two explores interpreting information, including making connections between the text, the reader, and
the outside world, making inferences and making revisions to inferences based on reflection.

Part three looks at evaluating information, assisting children in developing critical reading skills,
differentiating fact from opinion, locating author bias, and identifying techniques writers use to persuade
readers' thinking.

Part four offers an array of practical ways to reinforce and extend children's nonfiction reading skills,
including working with visual information such as maps and diagrams. It also provides pre-and–post-
assessment strategies, procedures for monitoring progress, curriculum planning ideas, and instruction on
guided reading.

A helpful appendix provides graphic organizers, assessment rubrics, curriculum mapping sheets, and more.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Penrose:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for us. The book Reality Checks: Teaching Reading Comprehension with
Nonfiction, K-5 ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Reality Checks: Teaching Reading
Comprehension with Nonfiction, K-5 is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship using the book Reality Checks: Teaching Reading Comprehension with Nonfiction, K-5. You
never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Mary Case:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Reality Checks: Teaching Reading
Comprehension with Nonfiction, K-5 book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Randy Johnson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time
to be read. Reality Checks: Teaching Reading Comprehension with Nonfiction, K-5 can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Mark Authement:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Reality Checks: Teaching Reading
Comprehension with Nonfiction, K-5 can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one
book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let
me have Reality Checks: Teaching Reading Comprehension with Nonfiction, K-5.
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