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To this day, the perception persists that China was a civilization defeated by imperialist Britain's most
desirable trade commodity, opium—a drug that turned the Chinese into cadaverous addicts in the iron grip of
dependence. Britain, in an effort to reverse the damage caused by opium addiction, launched its own version
of the "war on drugs," which lasted roughly sixty years, from 1880 to World War II and the beginning of
Chinese communism. But, as Narcotic Culture brilliantly shows, the real scandal in Chinese history was not
the expansion of the drug trade by Britain in the early nineteenth century, but rather the failure of the British
to grasp the consequences of prohibition.

In a stunning historical reversal, Frank Dikötter, Lars Laamann, and Zhou Xun tell this different story of the
relationship between opium and the Chinese. They reveal that opium actually had few harmful effects on
either health or longevity; in fact, it was prepared and appreciated in highly complex rituals with inbuilt
constraints preventing excessive use. Opium was even used as a medicinal panacea in China before the
availability of aspirin and penicillin. But as a result of the British effort to eradicate opium, the Chinese
turned from the relatively benign use of that drug to heroin, morphine, cocaine, and countless other
psychoactive substances. Narcotic Culture provides abundant evidence that the transition from a tolerated
opium culture to a system of prohibition produced a "cure" that was far worse than the disease.

Delving into a history of drugs and their abuses, Narcotic Culture is part revisionist history of imperial and
twentieth-century Britain and part sobering portrait of the dangers of prohibition.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Coolidge:

Narcotic Culture: A History of Drugs in China can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most
of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Narcotic Culture: A History
of Drugs in China nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial contemplating.

Lillian Owensby:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you personally is Narcotic Culture: A History of Drugs in China this book consist a lot of the information
on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when
he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Donn Chavez:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but novel and Narcotic Culture: A History of Drugs in China or perhaps
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like
to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides
are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Narcotic Culture: A History of Drugs in China to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many
types of book like here.

Erica Logan:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from
it. It is named of book Narcotic Culture: A History of Drugs in China. You can contribute your knowledge
by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It
is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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