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Few virtues are as celebrated in contemporary culture as openness. Rooted in software culture and carrying
more than a whiff of Silicon Valley technical utopianism, openness—of decision-making, data, and
organizational structure—is seen as the cure for many problems in politics and business.
 
But what does openness mean, and what would a political theory of openness look like? With Wikipedia and
the Politics of Openness, Nathaniel Tkacz uses Wikipedia, the most prominent product of open organization,
to analyze the theory and politics of openness in practice—and to break its spell. Through discussions of edit
wars, article deletion policies, user access levels, and more, Tkacz enables us to see how the key concepts of
openness—including collaboration, ad-hocracy, and the splitting of contested projects through
“forking”—play out in reality.
 
The resulting book is the richest critical analysis of openness to date, one that roots media theory in messy
reality and thereby helps us move beyond the vaporware promises of digital utopians and take the first steps
toward truly understanding what openness does, and does not, have to offer.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Woodruff:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one along with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Wikipedia and the Politics of Openness is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Timothy Walker:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Wikipedia and the Politics of Openness can be
the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Kim Gray:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Wikipedia and the Politics of Openness can give
you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make
a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to
be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Wikipedia and the Politics of Openness.

Joshua Nichols:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and Wikipedia and the Politics of Openness as well as
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes
Wikipedia and the Politics of Openness to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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