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American Unexceptionalism examines a constellation of post-9/11 novels that revolve around white middle-
class male suburbanites, thus following a tradition established by writers such as John Updike and John
Cheever. Focusing closely on recent works by Richard Ford, Chang-Rae Lee, Jonathan Franzen, Philip Roth,
Anne Tyler, Gish Jen, A. M. Homes, and others, Kathy Knapp demonstrates that these authors revisit this
well-trod turf and revive the familiar everyman character in order to reconsider and reshape American
middle-class experience in the wake of the 9/11 attacks and their ongoing aftermath.

The novels in question all take place in the sprawling terrain that stretches out beyond the Twin Towers—the
postwar suburbs that since the end of World War II have served, like the Twin Towers themselves, as a
powerful advertisement of dominance to people around the globe, by projecting an image of prosperity and
family values. These suburban tales and their everyman protagonists grapple, however indirectly, with the
implications of the apparent decline of the economic, geopolitical, and moral authority of the United States.
In the context of perceived decay and diminishing influence, these novels actively counteract the narrative of
American exceptionalism frequently peddled in the wake of 9/11.

If suburban fiction has historically been faulted for its limited vision, this newest iteration has developed a
depth of field that self-consciously folds the personal into the political, encompasses the have-nots along
with the haves, and takes in the past when it imagines the future, all in order to forge a community of readers
who are now accountable to the larger world. American Unexceptionalism traces the trajectory by which
recent suburban fiction overturns the values of individualism, private property ownership, and competition
that originally provided its foundation. In doing so, the novels examined here offer readers new and flexible
ways to imagine being and belonging in a setting no longer characterized by stasis, but by flux.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Hendrix:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this American Unexceptionalism: The
Everyman and the Suburban Novel after 9/11 (New American Canon) book as this book offers you rich facts
and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Jennifer Frederick:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The American Unexceptionalism: The
Everyman and the Suburban Novel after 9/11 (New American Canon) is kind of book which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Lily Winstead:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love American Unexceptionalism:
The Everyman and the Suburban Novel after 9/11 (New American Canon), you can enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Patrick Taylor:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of American Unexceptionalism: The Everyman and the
Suburban Novel after 9/11 (New American Canon) can give you a lot of close friends because by you
considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So ,
why hesitate? Let me have American Unexceptionalism: The Everyman and the Suburban Novel after 9/11
(New American Canon).
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